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Ar length, my dear Harriot, Fore 
tune begins to ſmile upon us. My 


honoured father will again emerge 
A 2 from 


lth 


N PHY Pug 


4 4 
am that ſolitude he has TR ſo 
irkſome to a ſpirit active as his; 0 
a man accuſtomed as he has been to 
the buſy ſcenes of life, retirement 
has few charms. He has long 
wiſhed, long ſolicited to be again em- 
ployed in a line more ſuited to thoſe 
talents he is maſter of, and has at 
laſt ſucceeded even beyond his hopes; 
and he now looks back to the years 
he paſſed at home, without regret, 
ſince it has enabled him to ſuperin- 
tend our education; but for that 
employment, his hours would in- 
deed have hung heavy on his hands, 
Yay, he found them ſo but too fre- 
quently, in Tpite of the unremitted 


attention. he wad kindly beſtowed 
upon 


( FF 
upon. us.— 1 fear to mention the 
eſtabliſhment to which he is ap- 
pointed, honourable, and lucrative 
as it is, my dear friend, as 1 know 
it will pain your affectionate heart, ® 
to find a long, a diſtant ſeparation 
from us, is to be the conſequence ; 
= but though the ſea muſt for a while 
. divide us, we ſhall, I truſt, meet 
! again, and with pleaſure talk over 
the new ſcenes that await us ; — 
what think you of a trip to Ruſſia; 
my dine! for that is actually to he 
for ſome years the place of our re- 
ſidence. The appointment was too 
honourable to be rejected: my father 
is well acquainted with that country; 1 
his firſt oommiſſion v was in the Em- 
A 3 L « _ pieſles 


Ts) 


preſs's ſervice, with 8 he was 


| a particular favourite. His ſpirits by 
] are revived; he now. looks forward 
with the moſt ſanguine hopes, not 
only of ſeeing us placed in the rank 

1 our birth entitles us to, but of mak- 


ing us fortunes ſuitable to it. Such, 
is the timidity of my nature, ſo 


little ambition am I miſtreſs of, 


ai nr — 
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| my dear Harriot, that could I ( ³ 
} my father reconciled to his preſent 

| ſituation, never would I with to 

| 


change it for thoſe proſpects Fg be- 
g holds with ſo much Meaſure. DES! 
| | * But Maria, ſhe 1 is out of her wits 
WW with joy, ſays ſhe was“ ever con- 

vinced Nature nevgggntended her to 


paſs her. life i in u tlie ſolitary manner 
| | the 


— 
* S 
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C7 J 
the had hitherto done; ſhe knew 
ſhe was formed for a very different- 
purpoſe; 'a- foreign prince at leaſt, 
ſhe ſays, ſhall pay homage to her 
charms; — dear girl, would to hea- 
ven I could be as highly delighted 
as ſhe is with the change going to 
take place; but ſuch are my feel- 
. ings, I cannot bid adieu to friends 
love, and the firſt on that liſt is 


my amiable Harriet,” w ithout a ſe- 


vere pan 8. J feel too for what ſhe 
will ſuffer. Ah, Harriot ! — but 
it muſt be ſo: do not be alarmed 


however, many. t hings are yet to 


do, many things to ſettle. before We : 
leave this [weetgfgot; where | have 
5 taſted as much felicity, though not 
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to meet with, go where 1 Will— 


5 


Spare me, Harriot, if I do not fully 
explain myſelf --- ſome things it is 


® better to forget. Do not be alarmed 
I fay, twill be ſeveral months before 
we leave England; come to us then, 


my dear Harriot; come and help 
us to prepare for this unlooked for 
expedition. We ſhall have a thou- 
ſand things to do; the ſtile we 
mult appear in there, will require” 


many things which here were unne- 
ceſlary, as well as out of our power 
to purchaſe. But you, my dear, 
will do me the juſtice to acknow- 
ledge I never felt a moment' 8 pain 
for being compelled to be a good 


te cono- 


So 
* - 


ceconomiſt, I truſt, as I have been 
able to bear with tolerable fortitude, - 
the frowns of our haughty relations, 
and the diſappointment of all our 
hopes from them, I ſhall alſo bear, 
as I ought, this change of fortune; 
though I believe proſperity has been 
frequently found a more trying ſitu- 
ation than adverſity. Maria, who 
is looking over my ſhoulder at this 
moment, bids me tell you, the 
would nevertheleſs prefer having 


her fortitude tried to the utmoſt 


by the former, and is poſitive ſhe 
would come off with the higheſt 
eclat. —— Come to us, my dear - 
girl, as ſoon as poſſible ; come, and 

A 5 con- 
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_ congratulate us on this fortunate 
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Your's moſt truly, 
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IN DEED, indeed I cannot con- 
gratulate you; Oh! no, no- my 
very heart ſickens at the thoughts 
of this horrid affair; this ſeparation, 
my dear Charlotte, will abſolutel 
8 , 


(. 11 V 
kill me; — 05 the mad ambition of- 
- well as 1 love your” 


ſome men 
father, I cannot. forgive him for 


accepting this employment, how- 
ever honourable; ; what could he de- 
fire more to make him happy than 
he is now maſter of? Has he not- 
enough for every rational purpoſe ? 
But he cannot forget the rank, the 
honours to which he was born; * 
the mbrtification * he- as met with 
from his proud family, ſtill rankle 
at his heart. Ah, Charlotte, my 
dear, had he not a dah of the fame 
pride in himſelf; he would deſpiſe — 
| them, and convince them it was 
very poſſible to be happy without 
| their with- held. afli ſtance ; 3 he wants 
e AQ ä 


6 12 ) 
it not --- why then, in the name of 
common ſenſe, think of baniſhing 
himſelf from his native land. Ah, 
never tell me they could be his. 
friends that put this temptation. 
in his way; — had he not two 
ſach daughters indeed -- or had 
they a mother's protection, it would 
be a different affair --- but to take 
my charming friends amongſt a par- 
cel of ſavages: --- I hate the very 
thoughts of it Charlotte; I had 
formed a plan for you, my love, of a 
more delightful nature; yes, * 
had hoped a time would come, 
8 when our friendſhip would receive 
an additional tie --- you bid me 
ſpare | you ; you wiſhed not to be 
more 


(/ 13g. N 

more explicit - no, I will not 

ſpare you, | my Harry's happineſs. 

depends upon you; well do you 
know this; and can you | them; 

give him up a prey to deſpair l 

I tell you, my dear Charlotte, 

your heart is formed without a 

ſpark of that ambition which ani- 
mates that of our lovely Maria. 

If Colonel Bellmont will abſolutely 

go to the vile Ruſſia, let my lively 
friend accompany him, let her go 

and enſlave thoſe princes whoſe 
1 court ſhe is by nature formed to 
a cdorn; but let my Charlotte be con-„— 
tent with a leſs elevated ſtation; I ! 
know the ſentiments of your heart; 
I am certain, a competency, with 
the 


| | 7 140 
die man of your voluntary choice, 
=. would render you infinitely happier 
than all the pomp, than all the 
ſpletidor” a court could beſtow upon 
vou. My Harry's fortune, though 


not ſo large as your merit juſtly en- 


titles you to, nor ſuch as your father 


expects to ſee you poſſeſs, is yet 

more than enough for two hearts 

attached, as I once flattered myſelf 
yours would be. 1 have not had 


| cou rage enou gh to mention this hor- 
rid affair to him, nor ſhall I, till I 
ſee what effect my eloquence will 
have upon you when we meet; tis 


time enough. to break his heart 
when we can no longer conceal it 


1 


=. from b 
1 . 45.44 lb 


„ FE. 

24 cannot, however impatient, be 
with you till next week. Expect 
me then, and if you have the leaſt 


regard for my peace, or that of my 
brother, let me find is determined- 


to make us happy. - amd love to 


07 
Adieu. » 
H. M. 
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8 O you have no objections I find, 
Harriot, to my going to ſeek my 
fortune; I have your permiſnon 
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to become a Princeſs Poſkey Woſ⸗ 
key as ſoon as I pleaſe. Upon my 
| word, IT am more than half offended 


at your indifference ; and did 1 not 


know you to be a good, aye, and an 


affectionate hearted girl too, I ſhould 
not ſo eaſily put up with it ; I 


| know you love us both, but as your 


Harry happens to be blind to my 
charms, and ſees thoſe of Charlotte's 
with both his bright eyes, I can 
pardon you for wiſhing to detain 


her; you ſee I am too juſt to blame 


you, for what to thoſe: not in the. 
ſecret, might appear very like a 


28 partiality, But be that as it 


child, we muſt go; and 


too Harry has deen able to be- 
hold 


c & ) 


hold my attractions with an in- 


difference it requires all my good 
nature to pardon, I flatter myſelf 
they will do ſome execution amongſt 
the beaux they are ſoon to be tried 
upon; I cannot poſſibly doubt it, 
unleſs ' their hearts are as hard to 
catch. as their eramp names. Ves, 
my dear, as you very wiſely ob- 
ſerve, I have a daſh of ambition in 
my nature; I am of this true Bell- 
mont breed, child, even my ald 
ſoul of a grandfather, 2 Lord 
though he: be, cannot boaſt 5 a 
more competent. ſhare. Then, in 
regard to a heart, mine is of fo 
tractable a make, that I have it un- 
der the fineſt diſcipline imaginable z 
vt | + 1208 
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it dares not ſo much as take a fingte 
peep at any being unleſs decorated 


with a coronet. It has no idea, I 
give you my word, of the: joy 8. to 
be found with love and a cottage: 
no, no, my dear, we look for better 
things. Now our Charlotte, good 
ſoul, is. quite cut out for it; her 
ideas of things, her ſoft gentle na- 
ture, her ſtile of beauty, are per- 
fectly Arcadianz) ſhe would make 
the moſt bewitching little ſhepher- 
deſs - that vegüt auc with a 
crook. Dear creature, ſhe is un- 
able to determine whether to, laugh 
or cry at the thoughts iofothis de- 
Ughtful jaunt of ours; and to tell 
you a ſecret, which J verily. be- 


4 lieve 


ESE 


lieve was till now a ſecret to hers 
ſelf, 1 ſuſpect this ſame Harry: 1s 
the latent cauſe of her dilemma; my 
reaſons as follows: J have caught 
her ſeveral times weeping over 
your laſt letter ; and to ſay truth, 
a moſt melancholy ditty it is; --» 
what on earth; my. dear, could 
tempt you to caſt ſuch'a damp upon 
our high raiſed ſpirits ? fie upon 
you, Harriot, - it was eruellto the 
laſt degree ; not to tejoice at it, child! 
why, what do you think of morti- 
fying our hau tghy relatives, who no 
doubt, flattered themſelves our dear 
father, and his two fair daughters, 
were as much: forgot by the world 
as by themſelves; > I vow, Harriot, 
1 would 
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I-would take a Pi lgrimage to Jeruſa- 

lem on foot, for the pleaſure of 
giving them a taſte of that mortifi- 
cation they have made the moſt 
worthy of men ſuffer ; and for 


what? why becauſe- he, like a man 
of honour; of dehcacy,of ſentiment, 


choſe to give his hand to the amiable 


woman he adored, rather than ex- 
cept one offered by his father, who 
poſſeſſed no one good quality, except 
à large fortune. This, my dear, was 


his crime, and for this he was caſt 


off by a father, who, tis plain, was 
not worthy ſuch a ſon: and is it 


not delightful, as I was ſaying, to 
have them ſee, that though N his | 


merit 18 loſt upon them, his Sove- 
reign 
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reign has deigned to reward it. 


Shew me ſuch a pair of daughters, 


and ſuch a ſon as he can boaſt of, 
in their whole tribe; the fame of 


our perfections has no doubt reached 
their ears. Ah! how delightfully 
will their Lady Babs, and their Lady 


Bridgets pine with envy at this un- 
looked for elevation : 1 enjoy it be- 
yond expreſſion. What, ſhall the 


unportioned daughters of a man they 


have caſt from their favours, and 
robbed of the fortune his birth en- 
titled him to, dare to turn out ab- 
ſolute beauties; nay, and highly 


accompliſhed too, and poſſeſs more 


good ſenſe, more wit, than their 
whole fraternity! O, my dear, who 
can 


0 2 3 phy 
can bear this? --=tis rather hard of 
digeſtion to be ſure; but F ate would 
have it ſo, you ſee, and they muſt 
learn to ſubmit; for that it is a 
fact, all nature-cries aloud, 10 well 
as every beau in the county. So fare 
ye well, my dear :--- poſſibly you 
may think I forgot one of my. per- 
fections in the lift I ſend you -»- 
vanity --- true child, I have my 


ſhare, and really it ſerves ſome 


mighty good purpoſes. Charlotte 


is rather defect ive in this article; 


but then to make up for the want 


of it, ſhe has a ſtock of prudence, 
that ſerves us both ; for there 7 am 


leſs liberally endowed. 


Your's, ſincerely. 
M. B. 


M I. S 8 


MISS BELLMONT 
To 


MISS MARCHMON T, 


Y OU have diſtreſſed me, Harriot; 
| indeed your letter was cruelly kind. 
Ah, why point to me ſo pathetical- 
ly the ſufferings of your amiable. 
brother; — perhaps, I ſay, and to 
what purpoſe ſhould I more minute- 3 
ly examine'the feelings of my heart, ; 
at a time when a diſcovery, which 
might poſſibly be flattering to him, 
could only ſerve to make us both 
more miſerablè than we are at pre- 
ſent. You too well know the am- 
| bitious views of my father. His 


partiality, 


( 24) 
partiality for us has made him look 
forwards with ſanguine hopes of 
ſeeing us placed in a rank equal to 
any of his family. This hope, how- 
ever ill founded it might ſome time | 
ago appear to be, is now cohidde- 
ably ſtrengthened. He muſt have 
ſeen your brother's attachment: yet, 
though Iwill to you, my dear Har- 
riot, confeſs his fortune, his fit ua- 
tion in life, his farther prof] pes, 
would have fully ſatisfied my utmoſt 
ambition ; 'tis too plain, by his 
Whole conduct, He has ever wiſhed 
to prevent my returning it. This 
I have long been ſenſible of; and 
have, therefore, checked as much a8 


_ * * of that na- 
_ ture; 


E 

ture; how far I have ſucceeded 'tis 
now needleſs to ſay. Dare I, can I 
preſume then to deſtroy thoſe hopes 
he has ſo long fondly, though I am 
perſuaded, fruitleſsly cheriſhed by 
an act of diſobedience, which no 
attachment, however ſtrong, I fear 
could juſtify. Ah, no! no, my 
dear Harriot; a ſad return this 
would be for the many years of ten- 
der indulgence we have met with 
from him,/— for that care, that at- 
tention he has ſhewn on every occa- 
ſion. Let us then, for the future, 
drop this too intereſting ſubject. 
Your amiable brother is, I truſt, ig- 
norant of my. partiality ; nor was I 
till now, conſcious -of it myſelf. 

Yew L © BB - 
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Let him remain ſo; —and when 1 


am far from hence, may he meet 
with ſome more deſerving woman 
who is at liberty to accept his offer- 
ed hand: time will, I truſt, enable 
him to think of me with indiffe- 
rence, at leaſt with ſentiments of 
friendſhip only; that ſentiment I 
would wiſh him to retain ; --- nay, 
the loſs of it would moſt ſenſibly af- 
Ai me. | 

1 am diſappointed end mea- 
| fouls. my dear Harriot, at your being 
thus detained from us, at a time-we 
ſo much wiſhed for, and indeed 
wanted your company : Ptis mot 
unlucky ; but I hope you will ſoon 
be at liberty to indulge us with it, 
= Ss, --- My 


© W 9 

--- My father ſet off yeſterday for 
London, in order to ſettle his af- 
fairs; he expects to be back in about 
a fortnight. Mrs. Montague has 
deſired we will ſpend that time with 
her; which i invitation, ſince you, my 
dear, cannot come, we mean to ac 
cept. 5 
We have received cengraksdat 
from all the families in the neigh- 
bourhood on this important event. 
- Would to heaven I could bring 
myſelf to look upon it in the ſame 
light that others do: but far, far ra- 
ther would I ſtay where I am ; here 
every with of my heart is fully gra- 
tified ; a ſweeter ſpot there cannot 
be, tis to me a little paradiſe of 

B 2 ſweets, 


( 28 ) 
ſweets, and much of it the work 
of my own hands ; — can 1 
then leave it without the moſt 
painful regret ! —— Maria, on the 
| contrary, has ſcarce cloſed her eyes 
ſince informed of it ; the dreams, 
ſhe talks of nothing elſe; dear, hap- 
py girl, ſincerely do I hope it will 
fully anſwer all her N raiſed ex- 
pectations. 1 

Did I tell you we bad bias from 
our dear Charles, and that he is on 


his pray to England. He, is pro- 


meted to a company in a regiment 
juſt ordered home - what a fatiſ- 
faction is it to think we ſhall have 
the joy of ſeeing that amiable bro- 
ther before we go. Adieu, my dear, 
I will 


N 


F 
I will write to you from Mrs. Mon- 
tague's, if I can find as much time. 

Vour's moſt affectionately, 


CHARLOTTE BELLMONT. 


„ —˙ Re on 


MISS MARC HMO NT. 


CHARLOTTE is ſo engaged in 
ſerious, ſober converſation about a 
thouſand prudent matters with Mrs. 
Montague, that ſhe bids me tell 
you ſhe can find no time for wri- 
ting. Thank your ſtars, my dear, 
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that I have taken up the pen inſtead 
of her, for the is really fo altered 


ſince our good fortune was an- 
nounced to us, that I ſcarcely know 


her. Ah! this love; defend me from 


its melancholy influence ; for let 


her ſay what ſhe pleaſes to the con- 


trary, 'tis this that has wrought the 


change I mention; fighs now and 


then eſcape her as long as my arm; 
and though ſhe never had quite ſo 


much folly about her as I am bleſſed 


with, ſhe is now wiſer than ever; ſo 
grave, ſo ſentimental, child, there is 
Poſitively no bearing her. —Sertouſly 


Harriot, this brother of your's has 


played the very duce ; I have tried all 
I can to laugh her out of her gravity, 
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6 
but in vain; ſhe can look forward to 
the dear delights of the Ruffian 
Court with all the nonchalance of a 
philoſopher ; While I die with im- 
patience to be covered with fur from 
head to foot; to be whiſked over 
the ſnow in my elegant carriage, 
attended by half a hundred freezing 
beaux, whoſe only chance of being 
thawed is by the fire of my bright 
eyes. We have a pair of red coats 
here, who are really very decent 
kind of beings ; 'tis the ſhooting 
ſeaſon, you know, and for this hu- 
mane, this laudable purpoſe, have 
they ſtrolled down from London; 
LT exclaim againſt their barbarity 3 ; 
by. accuſe me of no leſs. My eyes, 

B 4 0 


( mn 2} - 
as they tell the ſtory, do more miſ- 
chief by one glance, than they are 


able to do in a twelvemonth. This 


you know, is mighty entertaining; 


but were we miſſes to give them 


credit for all theſe fine ſpeeches, 


how woefully diſappointed we muſt 


be, to find, in ſpite of thoſe killing 


powers they aſcribe to us, they have 


the face to live, and probably laugh 
at us for our credulity. I have 
pretty well cured them, however, 
of their playing off their town wit, 

and brought them into tolerable 


order; one of them indeed ſeems 


to have loſt ſome degree of that 


ſpirit with which he at firſt ſet off 


on the buſineſs; has now finds a 


chouſand 


. 

thouſand excuſes for ſtaying at 
home, thinks it horrid to leave * 
ladies alone, the birds are ſhy, 't 
more fatigue than pleaſure; nay on 
reflection, he is really of Miſs Maria's 
opinion, it is certainly after all a 
cruel ſport. Do you comprehend 
me, my dear? Strong ſymptoms 
theſe, are they not? He gives moſt 
alarming accounts too, of the dan- 
ger attending long ſea voyages; he 
has been abroad, aſſures me tis the 
moſt, horrid thing in nature, the 
fickneſs paſt all endurin T5, then the 
Ruſſians are mere bears. O dear! 
O dear! we ſhall lee, for I feel as if 
my ſwain's eloquence, powerful, as 
he nodoubt thinks it, will not be ſuffi · 

;ð 
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eient to deter me from my pteſent 
purpoſe; yet to do him juſtice, he 
is more than barely tolerable, and at 
leaſt ſerves to amuſe an idle hour: 


very flattering this, is it not? Did 
he but ſee of what importance Imake 
him — but he will ſupply what 
is wanting himſelf, for he has a 
very decent opinion of his own per- 


fections. The fair Mont tagues, 1 
ſuſpeet, do not eye me with the 
more cordiality for the attention he 
pays me; he was confeſſedly a firſt 
rate favourite on his arrival, but 
they find him grown quite ſtupid, 
Very unfortunate that, is it not, my 
dear, yet I am told they are both 


engaged to a pair of couſitts of their 
own, 


635 
own, now abroad ; why then with 
to flirt? this is ſurely moſt unrea- 
ſonable ; but ſome people have 1 


conſcience. 
Sophia is really 4 fine girl, her 


ſiſter ſo ſo. This evening we are to 


have a ball, a ſelect party only, about 
a dozen couple. My beau has aſked 
the honour of my fair hand ; I told 
him I could not pothbly give him a 
categorical anſwer till I ſaw the 
company aſſembled, as J might 
chance to find one more to my taſte; 
he might, however, keep himſelf 
diſengaged i in hopes. He appeared 


but half delighted with my conde- 


feenfion „ but findm g no better 
gy be, fighed, and took my- ad- 
B 6 vice. 
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CK 3 
vice. I fancy I muſt take him at 
laſt, leſt the poor fellow ſhould to- 
morrow be found dangling in his 
garters. Voung Montague has en- 
gaged Charlotte, he had no morti- 
fication to fear from her; for 1 be- 
Iieve it is a matter of perfect indif- 
ference to her who ſhe figures with, 
a certain perſon being abſent. 


5 


Do not expect .to hear from 


445% 


me again till we get home ; * and 


then 1 hope you will render it un- 
neceſſary by coming to us; we 
muſt then begin ſeriouſſy t o ſet 
about our Preparations, and thall : 
both want your aſſiſtance and ad- 
ie: io do not fail. — Ibink 
of our dear Charles bug! on his 


way 


C7 

way home; was ever any thing ſo 
delightful, or ſo fortunate. Adieu, 
my dear. i rib ole | 
Charlotte, J ſuppole, if preſent, 
would bid me fay a thouſand civil 
things. 


Your's, 


MISS BELLMONT *' 


FW 


MISS M ARC HM ON T. 


. - 
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M Y father returned a few days 
ago from London. I am uneaſy. 
about him my dear Harriet, to the, 
Delete of i 
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( 38. ) 
laſt degree; he is far from well : 
tis true, he makes light of it, ſays 
he got cold when 1n town, but is 
perfuaded a little reſt, and care will 

foon remove it. Good Heavens! 

ſhould any thing happen! Ab, Idare 
not think of it, my dear friend; at 
a time too, when that cloud which 


| has fo long hung over us, was on 
the point of being diſpelled. Alas ! 
alas ! Harriot, what 1 in that dread- 
ful caſe would then become of your 
poor friends? But let me hope my 
fears are groundleſs ; ; let me endea- 
vour to regain my chearfulneſs, 
nor by my ſorrow caſt a damp on 
his preſent happineſs. e has ſettled. 
every thing preparatory to our voy- 


age, perfectly to his ſatisfaction; 
and 


63590 

40d I fancy we ſhall leave this dear 
| ſpot ſooner than we at firſt ex- 
| pected. - - Haſten to us then my dear, 
and by your preſence help me to 
diſpel that melancholy, which in 
ſpite of all my efforts, has taken 
| poſſeſſion of my heart. 

1 ſent this morning a card to Dr. 
[ Johnſon, begging he would call in, 
as if by accident, that might have 
| his opinion, I well knew had 1 
propoſed it to my dear father, he 
would not have ſuffered it. expect 
him every moment; on His judg- 
ment I can ſafely depend ; on my 
own I dare not, fot alas! my fears 
_ magnify every alarming ſymptom; | 
at leaſt I would — hope ſo, Hea- 


f ven 
3 


( 40 ) 
ven forbid he ſhould indeed be ſo 
bad as they repreſent him. Adieu. 
I ſee his carriage at the door. 


CHARLOTTE in continuation. 


THANK Heaven! my mind 


18 greatly relieved. Our worthy 
friend aſſured us he ſaw no cauſe 
at preſent to be alarmed. 1 have 
prevailed upon the Colonel, ſaid he, 
when he came to me, in my dreſ- 
ſing room, to lie down; I ſhall 
order ſome trifles that I hope wall 
relieve him; he has had a bad cold 

hanging 


( 41 ) 

hanging about him, but his age, his 
conſtitution, every thing is in his 
favour ; | compoſe yourſelf, then 
my young friend, a few days will 
I doubt not, ſet all things. to 
rights; ; he has over fatigued him- 
ſelf with this journey. His ſpirits 
tco, are a good deal agitated, aud 
no wonder, tis a great undertaking, 
were he ſingle a man indeed, or had 
he not two ſuch lovely daughters, it 
would be nothing, but to remove : 
to ſuch a diſtance, to take you with 
him from all your friends, all your 
connections; ; yet to leave you be- 
hind him, I know he would never 
conſent. — Alas! to whom could 
he leave us ?. reply'd 1. a tear 


ſtarting 
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( 42 ) 
ſtarting into my eyes, to whom 
eould he leave ſuch a charge ? You 
my good Doctor, are no ſtranger 
to the ſituation of our affairs; — 
what are great connections, what 
are relations? - } know it, I know 
it all, my dear young lady, you in- 
deed owe them httle gratitude, but 
time may do much; even this 
honourable eſtabliſnment, though 
it renders their favours leſs neceſſary, 
may yet be a means to procure it, 
for ſuch is the nature of ſome people, 
they are ever moſt ready to be- 

ſtow their ſmiles on thoſe who leaſt 
want them ; Lord Bellmont is na- 
turely a generous, noble minded 
man, but he has for many years 
5 Et: "2. .youn - 


1 

been ſurrounded by evil counſellors ; 
perhaps too a little more condeſcen- 
ſion the Colonel's part might not 
have been amiſs; but he inherits 


baus father's ſpirit - forgive me, 


Miſs Bellmont, this freedom : time 
may weaken the faults on both 


des, and bring about a reconcilia- 


brother, I am told, is on bis way 


to England ; adviſe .him, my dear 
young lady, to wait on my Lord. 
He was a moſt amiable young man, 
and I doubt not is ſo ſtill: I am per- 
ſuaded his vifit would be well taken, 
and procure him a gracious recep- 
tion, Vou ate very kind, my dear 
Sir, ſaid I, to ſet things in this 
favourable 


( 
favourable light, but all hopes of 
that agreeable nature have for years 
been given up; the evil counſellors 
you mention, ſtill continue to exert 
their influence, I make no doubt; 


a viſit was rejected from my dear 


Charles before he went to America; 
he offered it by my advice, then un- 
known to my father, but in vain, 
the doors were ſhut againſt him; 
nor will he ever, I fancy, again 
ſubject himſelf to a mortification of 
that nature. But you tell me I have 
nothing to fear on my loved father's 
account, this is all I aſk ; let Hea- 


ven ſpare his precious life, and I 
look forward to whatever providence 


. think fit to afflict us with, I 
truſt, 


( 45 ) 
' truſt, with reſignation. Let him 
but live, tis all I aſk of Heaven. 
He now took his leave, promiſing 
to call again in the morning, and 
hoped to find us all reſtored to tran- 
quility. o 
My father, by his 8 hs 
down, in hopes a few hours reſt 
would be of ſervice to him : I truſt 
it will, and that my next will re- 
lieve you from the pain I know this 
will give you. | 


Adieu! 


1 AM ordered, byt my young ladies, 


covery. O, what a melancholy 


he, poor young gentleman, will 


MISS MARCHMONT. 


MADAM, 


who are not able to write themſelves, A 


to inform you my worthy maſ- 1 | 
ter is ſo very bad, that the Doctors 
fear there is little hopes of his re- 


houſe is ours at preſent ! My young 
maſter arrived laſt night; this to be 


ſure, is a very great comfort to my Wl 


poor young ladies: but indeed, in- 
deed Madam, I fear all the comfort 


have, will be to ſee the death of 
the 


YA the beſt of fathers. But to be ſure, 
Y | Madam, his coming at ſuch a time 
8 | as this, is a great conſolation to us 
f | all. O dear !' O dear! what a 
3 terrible misfortune it will be, if he 
1 | ſhould be ſo bad as it is feared, Juſt 
3 | when my charming young ladies 
1 were going to be ſ o happy. 
I If I, who am but a ſervant, am 
Mo ſorry, what muſt you be, Madam, 
who have ever been like a ſiſter to 
1 them ; but indeed no ſiſter can 
% love them better than I do, and well 
i I may, for dear, kind ladies they 
1 have always been to me. Pray 
WT pardon me for taking the liberty to 
— ont voy heart is Fall 
have told you all they deſired me; 
| but 


( 48 ) 


but J muſt beg leave to add, I am 


ſure your company would be a great 


comfort to them. Excuſe this 


freedom from, Madam, 


5 Vour moſt 


Obedient Servant, | 


 » 7 
/ F 


SARAH BARBER. 


MRS MARCH M ON T. 


Noran G but my affection for 
this diſconſolate family, my dear 
mother, could have enabled me to 
ſupport | 


( 49 ) 
ſupport the ſcene I have, and in- 
deed, am ſtill a witneſs to; *tis not 
in the power of language to give 
you an idea of our diſtreſs. Though 
my impatience to be with my ami- 
able friends made me travel with all 
poſſible expedition, the fatal hour, 
alas, was over before I arrived ! --- 
Need I attempt to tell you in what 


a ſtate of diſtraction I found them 


impoſſible! Never, never ſhall 1 
forget the heart-breaking ſcene 
Ah, my dear mother, what muſt 
now become of theſe dear girls? 
unprotected as they are, and ſo ill 
qualified to ſtruggle with the diffi- 
culty they may meet with in a cruel 
unfeeling world. My heart bleeds 
VOL. I. 1 for 


C0 
for their diſtreſs, doubly ſevere no 
doubt, when ſo near being raiſed to 


affluence and ſplendor. Captain 


Bellmont arrived juſt in time to re- 
ceive a fond father s bleſſing, and to A 
partake in the affliction of his loved | 
ſiſters. Ah, with what infinite ten- 
derneſs does he, ** much as poſſible, 
endeavour by his affectionate be- 
haviour, to ſoften this dreadful 
ſtroke. I find him ſtill the ſame 
amiable creature he ever was; well 
may they adore him as they do. Our 
meeting was --- but no words can 
deſcribe it : tears, for a conſiderable 
time, were our only language. --- 
Charles at length joined our melan- | 
choly party, and ſeating himfelf 
between 


— a > 2 — oY 2 * o . 
— o * * 
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Woh 
between them, tenderly taking a 
hand of each; be comforted my 
ſiſters, ſaid he, my dear Charlotte, 


my ſweet Maria, for my ſake, for 


the ſake of your amiable friend, be 
comforted ; is not your Charles ſtill 


ſpared to you? and can you want a 


Protector, while he lives? No my 


beloved ſiſters, fear it not; it ſhall 
be the ſtudy, the glory of my life, 
to prevent your feeling too ſeverely, 


our irreparable loſs, I do not ex- 


pect, - pay would not with to 
check the firſt effuſions of grief; 
hearts, tender and affectionate, as 
your's, muſt feel, nor will I, by | 
fruitleſs common-place reflections, 
attempt it, I know it would be in 

. | vain ; 
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breathing his laſt, 


„ 


vain; time only can dry thoſe 
tears, the fight of which wounds 


my very ſoul: yet ſummon that 


good ſenſe, that fortitude, I know 


you poſleſs, to your aid. Time 
no doubt, will do much ; but we 
muſt alſo do ſomething ourſelves. In 
this ſweet manner did he ſooth and 


conſole them; though it was plain 


he himſelf ſtood full as e in 


need of conſolation. 
Think what a ſhock bis muſt 


have been, after an abſence of near 


three years, when returning elate 
with his promotion, to find thoſe 


ſo juſtly dear to him, overwhelmed 
in affliction, the beſt of fathers, juſt 
Oh! it was 


( 53 ) 


too much for human nature to ſup- 


port! Excuſe me, my dear mo- 
ther, if I add no more at preſent : 
*tis eruel to leave them by them- 
ſelves, yet alas! I am but ill quali- 
fied to afford them conſolation; my 
heart is torn with anguiſh when I 
behold their tears. Mrs. Mounta- 
gue's carriage is this moment ſtopped 
at the door; I truſt ſhe is come to 
take them from this houſe of mourn- 
ing. . 
I have neither time nor ſpirits to 
write to my brother ; will you, my 
dear madam, ſave me the | meas | 
talk, Adieu. 


H. M. 
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THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


* 


 I'Þ was as I gueſſed; the would 
take no denial ; and kindly inſiſted 
on my accompanying my diſconſo- 
late friends. We came here yeſter- 
day, and as Mrs. Mountague is a 
moſt amiable, and ſenſible woman, 
I truſt her obliging endeavours to 
reſtore them to ſome degree of tran- 
quility, will not be in vain; her 
daughters too, though I believe 
they have ever beheld their beauty 
with rather a. jealous eye, are ex- 
ceedingly attentive and obliging. 
| Captain 


. 
Captain Bellmont has promiſed to 
follow us when the laſt ſad ſcene 
is over. How my heart bleeds for 
him! but it muſt be done; *tis a 
duty, though alas! the moſt pain- 
ful that can be impoſed upon human 
nature. Happily all Mrs. Mounta- 
gue's viſitors have now left her; 
their preſence would at this time 
have been dreadful. Long, long 
I fear it will be ere my ſweet 
friends can ſo far conquer their 
ſorrows as to ſee any, except inti- 
mate friends, and ſuch are this 
family. Mrs. Mountague was well 
acquainted and highly eſteemed 
by their amiable mother, and has 
a very ſincere friendſhip for her 
C4 diſ- 


( 56 ) 5 
disconſolate daughters; ſhe has 
| given a thouſand kind proofs ſince il 
her death: ſhe has taken a friendly q 
charge of them from that time, and 3 
I am perſuaded will continue her 
kindneſs. "Tis not yet in my power 
to gratify your friendly curioſity, in 
regard to the circumſtances they 
are left in; great they cannot be 
I fear, yet. we know Colonel Bell- 
mont had Tome fortune, and [ find 
. ſold his half-pay when laſt | in Lon- 
don, for more than is uſually given. ; 
1 would gladly | believe they will (till 
have a genteel competency ; Roſe- 


Hill, you know, 1s their own pro- 
7 perty, and a moſt delightful ſpot it 
07s happily for the dear creatures, 


OT 


they 


("39 73 


they are partial to it beyond ex- 


preſſion: but ſurely, ſhould things 
turn out worſe than I expect, 'tis 
utterly impoſſible their grandfather, 
cruel as he has behaved to his ſon, 
can ſee them in want of that fortune 
he has it ſo amply in his power to 
| beſtow upon them; however the 
Colonel might have fosfeited his 
favour, what have my lovely friends 
done to offend him? Surely, ſurely 
they are blameleſs, his reſentment 
cannot extend to them ! let us hope 


it will be buried in the grave with 


that ſon fo hardly dealt with, {0 

worthy a happier fate. 

Amidſt all this miſery a ray of 

hope diſpells a part of mine; you 
5 Ek now 


8 


E. 
know, my dear mother, how long, 
how fondly my amiable Harry has 
. doated on Charlotte ; his whole 
happineſs depends upon her : who 
knows what now may happen ; 
whatever diſcouragement he met 
with Colonel Bellmont, I have rea- 
. fon to believe my lovely friend does 
not behold him with indifference ; 
I am fully perſuaded his paſſion for 
her is ſo deeply rooted, that he will 
never give his. heart to any other 
woman. I muſt indulge the pleaſing 
hopes that he may yet attain the 
felicity he has fo long ſighed for : 
but we muſt have patience, tis not 

a ſubje& to be touched upon at pre- 
ſent, but the hopes that a union 
may 
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C3. 
may hereafter take place between 
them, is a cordial to my heart ; 
that heart ſo tenderly attached to 
both. I hope, my dear Madam, 
you have wrote to him. Adieu! 


 Your's ever. 


H. M. 


THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


THANR Heaven we begin to be 


a little more compoſed, more chear- 


ful than when 1 laſt wrote to you; 
happy it is for us, my dear mother, 
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that time, even in ſpite of ourſelves, 
5 will mitigate. the moſt ſevere ſorrow; 
were it not for this kind diſpenſa- 
tion of providence, life would in- 


deed be a burden to us; for who 
can hope to paſs through i it without 


their ſhare. 5 
Captain Bellmont joined our 


party laſt night.— The meeting was 


indecd a melancholy one; he aſ- 
ſumed an eaſe, a degree of tranquili- 
ty, which I could plainly ſee, was 


foreign to his heart. Sweetly did he 


ſooth and comfort, by his tender 
attention, my weeping friends, for 
the ſight of him renewed their tears. 
Mrs. Mountague kindly endeavoured 


to give the converſation a different | 
turn, 
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3 turn, finding them ſtill aſking a 


thouſand painful queſtions ; I too, 


though ſcarce daring to truſt my 


voice, which plainly ſpoke my emo- 
tions, did my utmoſt to draw their 
attention from the melancholyevent 
ſo deeply impreſſed on their hearts. 
After ſome time ſpent in tears, as 
the evening was remarkably fine, 
Mrs. Mountague propoſed a walk in 
the garden, as they had not yet 
left their apartments fince their | 
arrival. This was a happy thought, 
it broke the ſad ſolemnity which 
had till now prevailed. The ami- 
able Bellmont gaye an arm to each 
of his lovely ſiſters; we all fol- 
lowed; inſenſibly regained our 

tran- 


6 
tranquility: having ſtroled there an 
hour or two, we returned, and ſpent 
the reſt of the evening with in- 


finitely more chearfulneſs than 1 
14 could have expected. | 


Ll I readily obey your kind con- 


Ji mands; I continue to write you ſee, 
though it is not yet in my power to 
give you all the information you fo 
-anxiouſly with for: all 1 have been 
able to learn from ſome hints 
dropped fince Captain Bellmont 
came here, is, that my dear friends 


7” 
>< 75 
y * 14 
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are ſoon to return to Roſe-Hill, and F 
there to reſide, at leaſt, as long as | 
their brother can' get leave to be 
with them, and probably they will 


fix there entirely; where indeed 
| 55 can 


: 1 
3 | can they be half ſo agreeably 
F ſituated. Mrs. Barber will no 
doubt continue with them, the has 
5 deen in the family from their in- 
fancy, and tenderly attached to 
| | them; ſhe is a worthy creature, 
: and perfectly qualified for the truſt 
# repoſed in her. I ſhould be quite 


Wy miſcrable were they to remove to 


: | a greater diſtance, here I can be 
4 much with them; and my Harry 
; too, when in the country, may 
W endeavour to“gain the heart of his 
charming Charlotte. Vou ſee, my 
dear mother, that ſubject is ſtill 
uppermoſt in my mind; can you 
wonder, N knowing a8 you do, that 
the happineſs of the beſt of ſons and 
1 | brothers 


„ 
brothers, depends upon it; we ſhall 
then be one family, one ſociety of 
love and friendſhip — what a de- 
lightful proſpect ! | 


Adieu, my dear mother. 


THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


A FEW days after my laſt we bade 
adieu to Mrs. Mountague and her 
daughters; I am quite charmed 
with her truly affectionate attention 
to my amiable frends. You will 
readily believe many tears were 

py again 


Iv 
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again ſhed as we approached the 


melancholy ſpot” where all their 
ſorrows began; 'twas what J feared, 


and though I had taken infinite 


pains to fortify my mind, and 
really believed I had acq;ired a 
tolerable ſhare of courage, it failed 


me; we palled a miſerable day, — 


Next morning Captain Bellmont, 
who i 18 poſſeſſed of more tenderneſs, 
more good ſenſe, than any man I 


ever met with, except my Harry, 


after ſaying a thouſand kind oblig- 
ing things to both, turned to me, 


and in his uſual engaging manner, 
ſaid I muſt leave theſe dear girls to 


your friendly care, Miſs March- 


mont, I am ſure you will do all 
| you 


( 66 ) 

you can to amuſe them; I have a 
little buſineſs which obliges me to 
be abſent till the evening; let 
me find you all chearful at my re- 
turn. He then tenderly preſſed 
them both to his boſom, and at- 
tempting a ſmile, bid us adieu. 

Iam perſuaded the buſineſs was 
merely a pretence, but he rightly 
Judged we ſhould ſooner regain our 
tranquility when left to ourſelves, as 
my friends would naturally find ſome 
little matters to arrange, ſome orders 
to give which they would have de- 
layed rather than leave him to him- 
ſelf; this I am certain was his de- 
ſign, and I did all in my power to 


promote it. Mrs. Barber nowcoming 


In 


167 
in, I gave her a hint of what 1 
| wiſhed, ſhe underſtood me, and in- 
ſenſibly led us through all the a- 
: partments. The greateſt ſhock the 
dear creatures met with on this 
occafion, and that too, when they 
had pretty well regained their ſere- 
ity, was by the unexpected en- 
trance of a favourite fpaniel of their 
| father's, who inſtantly ſprung upon 
| them, as if to welcome their re- 
turn by a thouſand expreſſive ca- 
refſes — this was too much for their 
yet weak ſpirits ; ; they both burſt 
into a flood of tears, and throwing 
themſelves back on their chairs, 
wept aloud. Judge how I was 


liſtrefſed, but for this vt 
8 : acct- 


. 
SY 

at 7.7 Was 
cu J 


grief, I begged Mrs. Barber would 
take the innocent animal, who had 
cauſed this new trouble, out of the | 


Bellmont came home; nothing was | 
ſaid of it; and during the evening 
he endeavoured to amuſe them by 
relating all he had met with during 


intereſting not to engage even 7her 


( 68 ) 
accident, I hoped, their brother 
would have found us as he fo kindly 
wiſhed at his return. While they | 
remained thus wholly abſorbed in | 


in 


room, charging her to keep it from 
* ſight, till better able to beat 

Happily they had pretty well } 
11 over the ſhock before Captain 5 


his ſtay in America; many things 


in the account he gave us, were too WF" 


atten- 
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attention. We ſat pretty late, aid 
; then retired to our apartments 
A in better ſpirits than we had yet 
been. I hope the worſt is now 
W over, and that we ſhall by degrees 
fall into our uſual train. Heaven 
grant it, my deareſt mother, for 
W :nother fortnight hke the laſt, 
Y would abſolutely kill me. Y 


T i | | Yours. 

y —ů——— Fry 

y THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

3 XCUSE this long filence, my 


ear mother, I had nothing very 
Particular to communicate, there- 
Fo fore 


C 
fore was unwilling for a moment 
do leave my dear friends ; I am ſure 
it will give you real Pleaſure to 
hear we now paſs our time, if not 


in a lively, at leaſt in a moſt agree - 


able manner. Senfible I have been 
a real partaker of their afflictions, 
they now make a point of repaying 
my affection, by every poſhble; at- 
tention ;. I the more willingly ſuffer 
their unremitted aſſiduity, as their 
endeavours to reſtore my ſpirits, 
naturally produces the ſame deſire- 
able effects on their own. A few 
days ago, while they were both en- 
gaged with their brother, J ven- 
tured to fit down to the harpſicord, 
on purpoſe that they might find me 
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at it when they came into the room; 


on their entrance I affected to riſe 


haſtily, but Captain Bellmont, who 


believe gueſſed my deſign, by the 
obliging manner in which he replaced 
me, begged they might not interrupt 
me; I finithed the leſſon; and then 
taking up a ſong, I pretended I had 


never ſeen, expreſſed a great deſire 


to hear it. Charlotte, my love, 
ſaid he, I am ſure you will not re- 
tuſe to oblige your friend, my Maria 
will ſing to your playing; come 
my ſiſter, give Miſs Marchmont 
this eaſy proof of your gratitude, 
for all the kind attention ſhe has 
ſhewn to you he led them to the 


inſtrument, In my life, I never 


3 beheld 
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| beheld two ſuch lovely intereſting 
figures as they appeared at that mo- 


ment, their ſtruggles to ſuppreſs a 

ſtarting tear, their deſire to obey 
the beſt of brothers, the tender look 
of friendſhip they caſt upon your 
Harriet, altogether gave an expfel- 
ſion to the fineſt faces in the world, | 
there is no deſcribing. Ah! thought 


I, were my Harry here to behold 


his adored Charlotte, how would 
he be tranſported with that femenine 
ſoftneſs, that irreſiſtible graceful - 
neſs, ſo conſpicuous in every mo- 
tion, - ſhe plays divinely, and 


Maria ſings moſt enchantingly, ſuch 


a voice I never heard, every note 
goes inſtantly to the heart, · from 
hs | that 


© 333 
that day we have frequently had 
| little concerts. Captain Bellmont 
is a Sant proficient on moſt inſtru» 
ments. No company has yet been 
admitted to interrupt our tranqui- 
lity; cards of ceremony have paſſed, 
but nothing more as yet, nor can 
we think of receiving viſits without 
reluctance, however it muſt be done, 
one muſt conform to theſe things, | 
or give offence. The kind Mrs, 
Mountague, you may be ſure, was 
gladly received, the has been here 


ſeveral times, and we have promiſed 
to ſpend the day with her very 
ſoon. Thus you ſee, my dear mo- 
rher, we now begin to regain that 
peace and tranquillity to which we 
Vor. I. D have 


(„„ 

have fo long been ſtrangers. 1 have 
the pleaſure to tell you, my 
amiable friends will be under uo 
neceſſity of making any great change 
in their way of life; their brother 
aſfured them he found things in a 
much better ſituation than he ex- 
pected; he has placed the price of 4 
bis father's commiſſion in the funds, | 
which, added to what was there be- 
fore, will fully anſwer all the de- 
mand their preſent ſituation may 
require. How am I delighted, and 
how will your kind anxiety be re- 
lieved by this intelligence | 

= am ſorry to add, our agreeaþle 
companion, Captain Bellmont, is 


obligedry ran vs for ſome time, 
Aﬀew 


„F 


— 
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(70. 
a few weeks only we hope; ſome 
military buſineſs calls him to his 
regiment: he muſt alſo be in Lon- 
before his return. Sadly ſhall we 


' miſs him, for he is a moſt obliging 


engaging creature; but I am thank- 
ful this ſeparation did not happen 
ſooner. We are now better able to 
bear it, ſevere as it is, than we 
ſhould have been ſome time ago. 
To-morro he bids us adieu; and J, 


mwy dear mother, muſt now bid you 


Your's ever. 
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THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


\ Capra Bellmont left us 
| yeſterday, to our infinite regret, 


happily for us, all our formal viſiting 
was over; and we may now ſpend 
our time in whatever we may find 
moſt agreeable to ourſelves, nor are 
we at any loſs; we read, we play 
on the harpſichord, walk, and work 
by turns ; and I give you my word 
pity thole, who, accuſtomed to a 
town life, would perhaps look 

upon our's as infipid. Charlotte 
wiſhes for no other ; but our dear, 
lively Maria, could, I believe, try 

p SY the 


n 
the other without much reluctance; 
ſhe declares herſelf mighty well ſa- 
tisfied, but cannot with us, ſo cor- 
dially bleſs her ſtars for having put 
the other out of her reach. Certain 
it is, ſhe is formed by Nature to 
ſhine in the moſt ſplendid circles, 
and I have always prophiſied ſhe: 
will; how it is to be brought about, 
I cannot yet ſay: admirers the has in 
abundance; indeed they are both 
ſad monopolizers, not a belle in 
the whole country has the ſmalleſt 
chance of being taken notice of 
when they are preſent. I have 
however diſpoſed of Charlotte, you 
know, and my life for it, Maria 
will take care of herſelf: but I be- 
3 lieve 


(3) 


eve her heart is at preſent perfectly 


ſafe, in ſpite of all the adoration ſhe 
meets with. Miſs Mountague affured 
me the other day, that Colonel Bell- 
mour, who faw her ſome time be- 
fore her father's death, at their 
houſe, his abſolutely dying for her. 


I remember ſhe once mentioued him 


in one of her letters, but ſeemed to 
treat him with perfect indifference ; 


ſhe has often declared nothing under 


a coronet can ever have power to 
ſobdue her heart; and 1 really 


believe it: ſhe has as decent a ſhare 
of ambition in her nature as need 
be, and yet the moſt amiable heart 


in the world. However, the x9 


chance to find herſelf miſtaken - 


; Tv : * her 


1 7; 
her hour, as I tell her, is not yet 
come. Ah ! I ſee the ſervant re- 
turned we ſent to the poſt-office for 
letters; adieu! I hope for one 
from the beſt of mothers. 


II. M. 2 . 
THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


A THOUSAND thanks for the 
welcome packet, it was as IL hoped 5 
but this is not all · I have juſt left 
my lovely Charlotte iu the moſt 
I delightful flutter imaginable: ;- a 
lettet from my brother, I inſtantly 
D 4 | knew 


Hp 1 Bo ) 

knew his hand and ſeal, but took | 
no notice. though. had I not ſeen, 
the ſweet bluſh. which inſtantly 
covered her face on ſecing his name, 
would have aſſured me of it. I 
took that addreſſed to me, ſaying I 
would go and read it in my room, 
and leave her to do the ſame. This 
is all Fknow of the matter at pre- 
ſent, for 1 ſat down to write the 
moment I had read your's, unable 
to contain my joy; but I will 
preſently go down and ſee if the 
will entruſt me with this grand 
Th ſecret ; you ſhall then know more 
of the matter. I am certain ſhe 
will not reject his ſuit, ſhe cannot, 
for is he not the moſt. amiable. of 
men ? 
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men? My heart is as light as a 
feather, ſhe muſt, ſhe ſhall be my 
ſiſter. 7 A 


HARRIOT, in continuation. 


I AM the happieſt creature in 
the world; have I not always faid it, 
my dear mother, that they were 
formed for each other! Ah, how 
bleſſed. will my Harry be with a 
companion ſo lovely, ſo accom- 
pliſhed, ſo truly amiable ! Do not 
however miſtake me, tis not yet 
come to that, but depend upon it, 


it will in. due time. Finding ſhe 
1 wo 


Cf 7 
dd not come up to me, I went to 
Ber apartment, Maria was en- 


gaged with a "book —— where is 
Charlotte, aſked 1 ? gone to me- 


diate in the ſhrubbery, replied ſhe. 


Away I tripped, and caught her in 
the fact of g giving her epiſtle a ſecond 
peruſal. 8 you perhaps, 


. dear, , cried 1. Fe ar from it, 
replied ſhe, I withed to find you: 


* A fib, child, ſaid 18 ſmiling — but 


that 8 a trifle; but now we are met, 


pray what have you to ſay to me?--- 


Why that arch ſmile, Harriot ?--- 


| And why that bluſh, Charlotte? — 
come ſhall gueſs, or do you think 
* cannot; 1 ſuppoſe the contents of 


that epiſtle in your hand was the 
cauſe 


(0 3 
ctufe, is it ſo my dear? and as a 
farthet proof of my wonderfal faga- 
city, ſhall I venture to name the 
writer — nay, Harriot, that 1 
fancy, will a little puzzle you ; —- 
well 1 will ity child ; what think 
you of — of — of Henry March- 
mont, Eſq? come, come I know lam 
right, 1 knew his hand before 1 it was 
well out of the ſervant” s, who 
brought! ir; — let us fee what he ſays 
for himfelf— what He has thought, 
I have long known. She gave it me, 
ſweetly bluſhiog. Having read it, r 
returned it; and now faid , may Y 
prefume to aſk what anſwer do you 
pfopoſe to return to all theſe fine 
ſpeeches, Ah! my dear Harriot, | 

D 6 - will 
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will you try for a. moment to be 


ſerious, cried: ſhe — -moſt willingly 


replied I, but for my life, I cannot 
- Here is 


ſee why or wherefore. 
a poor fellow dying for you, telling 
you ſo in terms that would melt a 
heart of ſtone, and you wiſh me to 
be ſerious ; impoſſible, my dear, 


unleſs your's ſhould prove Nil har- | 


der — then indeed I may, be able to 


| eldige you. Harriot, my dear Har- | 


riot, cried ſhe,. how can 1 think of 


liſtening to him, when all my hopes , 


of fortune are at an end; can 1 think. 
of accepting his hand now, when . 


he was rejected at a time, when my 


proſpects were better By 9 


my dear, was he rejected, aſked J. 
3 e not 
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not by you; why. then this idle 
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ſeruple, this falſe delicacy ? So you 


—— — 
— — : 
— 


would really condemn him to endleſs 
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miſery, becauſe he has proved him- 


WW 


ſelf truly diſintereſted ; upon my 


— —_ 
2 
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word, he is rather unlucky; to ſome | 
this conduct would appear worthy, [i 
a more generous return. Come, 4 
come, be A good girl, and | let me | i 


hear no, more 'of theſe ſilly ſpeeches, 
they are inconſiſtent with Four en- 
that he 
adores you, Jou cannot doubt, and 


cellent anderſtanding — 


that you do | not at this moment ſee 4 


«- * 
17 WIS 0 


him with indifference, I as firmly 
believe. So no more fooliſh ferupten, 


go, take vp your pen, take A ſheet. 


1141. — m— Ss 44 ory 


08 
of your very beſt paper, and like the 


dear, ingenuous, admirable erea- 
| ture, . have ever believed you, ſay 
a few civil things to him; be above 
diſguiſe, ſet his beating heart at 
reſt; and let me embrace you as my 
ifter. — We now joined Maria, 

and having let her into the ſecret, 
paſted the reſt of the day i in chatting 
oh the, to "ne, important ſubjeck. 
I think my Harry” 8 eloquence will 

at taft prevail; becauſe I am certain 
he has a powerful advocate 1 in the 
| breaſt of my friend, Happy, thrice 
happy ſhall 1 be, nor will you, my 
dear mother, 5 truſt, be leſs ſo: 
| their felicity l cannot poſfibly doubt, 

| for 


„ 
for they are formed for each other. 
Adieu! ee 2, 0304 e e 


Your's ever, 


4 = 1141411 1 
H. $ M. .. 
| \ | 


THE SAME To THE SAME; :...: 
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At! how 1 am mortified — and 
muſt I return home, muſt I poſs 
tively leave my ſweet friends at this 
unlucky junctu re, when we have 
ten thoufand things to ſettle, to talk 
of, and to do? — I am vexed to 
3 

ther, but fat rather would I forfeit 
f +: 
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all my . from that troubleſome 


meet her at preſent. Never ſure, 
was viſit ſo horridly mal-apropos — 


could not you have put it off till a 


future day, why ſee me; ſurely 
your company might have ſufficed. 
But thus it ever is, one is obliged to 
ſubmit to thoſe folks from whom 


4 


one has expectations; they know 


their power, and delight in exertiug 
it. 1 know all this is very, very 


| impertinent, and perhaps too a little 
ungrateful, but really my poor 
© Charlotte could have better ſpared. 
me gat any other time; and is ſhe, 
not dearer to me than this fidgeting. 


old woman. Notwithſtanding all 
this, 


2 5 


old ſoul, than be thus compelled: to 


„ þ: 


this, I mean to obey your com- 
mands, and moreover, will try to 


put my face in order for the meet- 


ing; a mile, ſhall, if poſiible, 


take place of my preſent frowns --= 
am I quite ſo bad a girl as you be- 
lieved me a minute or two ago. 
Adieu! I, muſt go and prepare for 
this unlucky journey. My friends 
are both inconſolable .. 


Your's, moſt affectionately, "IS 
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I Never can, nay, never will for- 
give that old woman, who has thus 
robbed us of our friend, at the very 
time we moſt wiſhed her ſtay. Here 
am I left, without 4 living ſoul ei- 
ther to look at or ſpeak to. Char- 


lotte, I now reckon nobody ; - the, 


good ſoul, is ſo taken up with her 
own lover-like meditations, that her 
ſhadow would anſwer every purpoſe 
of a companion full as well as her- 
ſelf. O, this ſame love, what a mo- 


e 3 what a ſelfiſh vile thing 
CT: 


( 91 ) 


it is! Make me thankful 1 know it 


only by what I ſee of it in others; 


and if it is to transform me into a 
mere inanimate ſtatue, as it has her, 
may I never be perſonally acquainted 
with it, ſay I: however, I am un- 


der no apprehenſions of that nature; 


if ever my day ſhould come, expect 


to ſee me ſet off on a very different 
plan. Should I chance to have any 


partiality, as J am certain ſhe has, 
let her ſay what ſhe pleaſes to the 
contrary; --« for the being who' is 
deſtined to figh at my feet, never 
ſhall you ſee me thus in the Penſe- 
rofo ſtile I promiſe you; nay, is 
it not of all things i in life the moſt 


ridiculons; — What the deuce would N 


; ſhe 
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the be at.; - here} iSa lover, 1 could 
almoſt find in my heart to envy her, 
dying, ſigbing, proteſting, and what 
not, to gain her fair hand, while ſhe, 
as I faid betore, would give her lit- 
tle finger to have him fairly fetter- 
ed.: --- yet does ſhe muſter up ſo ma- 


ny obſtacles, ſo many fears, ſo many 
fiddle- faddle ſcruples, that ſhe is ex- 
actly as miſerable as if the bands 


were forbid by bolts, bars, and all 
the et ceteras in uſe in the days of 


ö romance. She is a dear good girl 


for all that, and will make ſuch a 
wife; --- aye, ſuch. a wife as a man 
now-a-days may travel far and not 
meet with. = Mrs. Mountague, fan- 
ey. has taken my woeful caſe into 

conſideration a 


—— — — 


1 
conſideration, her own two miſſes 


being already beſpoke; for the laſt 


day ſhe called here, ſhe brought 3 in 


her ſuite, a beau, compoſed of ſuch 
ſhining parts, that it coſt me no ſ mall 
reſolution to withſtand his attrac- 
tions, Do not however miſtiks me ; 3 
the parts I talk of were wholly ex- 
ternal, as thus: 


His perſon, of 


the ſmalleſt Ze you ever ſaw gra- 


tis, ſqueezed i into a coat ill leſs; 


how his valet contrived to ſtuff the 


dear creature into it, he only knows; ; 
*twas ſcarlet, aplequees of ſilver, no 
buttons; but to what purpoſe, in- 
deed, ſince fate, or rather his tailor, 


never could hope the. two edges were 


to meet; inſtead of thoſe old faſhion- 
ed 
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ed ornaments, two ſilk cords, with 
immenſe taſſels, tied in a graceful 
bow, hung on his breaſt; its hair 
was dreſſed ſo very like one of us, 
that when it firſt popped its little 
head out of the carriage, I took it 
for a Miſs in full regimentals, which 
is now quite the ton, you know; 
and but that it had no petticoats, | 
| ſhould have continued m the ſame 
error to the laſt moment of its di. 
5 ſit; in the courſe of which ; it talked i 
o prettily, liſped ſo ſoftly every 
word it uttered, and ſpoke with ſuch 
terror of our neighbouring fox-hun- 
: ters, and other beings .of that robuſt 
nature, that I was fifty. times on the 


; point of offeri ing my ſmelling bottle. 


(635860 


In ſpite of the impropriety of look- 
ing at one's watch in company, 
which I believe is put upon a par 
with yawning, be contrived. to diſ- 


play no fewer than three, all ſuperb. 


I happened: to be in a mighty civil 
humour; and ſeeing the poor little 
animal drew them from their lurk- 
ing places, on purpoſe to diſplay 
them, could not find in my heart to 
mortify him by overloaking them. 
« French, I preſume,” ſaid I, as he 
exhibited the ſecond, and begging 
permiſſion to look at it, O, dear 
Ma'am Wis liſped he, you do me too 
much honour; yes, Ma'am, I bought 

thatin P aris; and this,“ added he, 
eat Geneva but I have another 
V a 


( 96 ) 


on which I found all my little. pre- 
tenſions to taſte.” “. What, three!“ 
cried 8 Why, how in the 1 name 
of Fortune do you contrive to depo- 
ſit all theſe about you at once, or to 
what purpoſe | *, my dear 
Miſs, 'tis quite the ton abroad : — 
one finds 1 it ſo convenient, ſo entire- 
I the thing, that really T ſhould 
fancy myſelf the aukwardeſtcreature 
alive without them.“ And I, 
| thought 15 find you no leſs o with 
tliem. „The firſt, Ma' am, conti- 
nued he, my regulates thoſe hours ap- 
propriated to my toilet; the ſecond, 
wy diuner engagements ; ; and, that, 
you ſo juſtly admire, my devoirs to 


Four lovely ſex. ' "ey vo ſee, 
Ma am, 


4.90 3 


Ma'am, they have each their parti- 


cular uſe; and I am, by this happy | 


device, the moſt punctual creature 
that poſſibly can be: you, my dear 
Mrs. Mountague, will vouch for me, 


| [| am certain.“ To this ſhe readily 


aſſented. Do you know, ladies, 
to convince you that I ſhould be 
perpetually tranſgreſſing thoſe rules 
of punctuality I make it a point to 


be extremely attentive to, I this very 


day, by miſtaking one of theſe for 


the other, had very near been a quar- 


ter of an hour later than my appoint- 
ment with thoſe very ladies. Think 
what a breach of politeneſs; I ne- 
ver diſcovered my miſtake till with- 


in two miles of their houſe, and then 
Vol. I. E was 


| 


43S 
= 
: 
* [1 
13 
1 
'F 
. : 1 
1 $4 
N f 
7 : 
1 
8 iN 
'Y 
bY 2 
1 
3 
" 
44 
by tt N 
1 
it 
"3 
1h... 
i! 
1 
i 
: 
n 4 
7 
m 
"73 
1 
5 
1 
U 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
{ t 
11 
4 
4 
i 
[ 
' 
4 


— = 


— - = 
— = — 4M * * — —— ? Bag 
— — — — —— — 


( 99 ) 
was compelled. to drive. ſo exquiſite- 
ly hard, in order to repair my blun- 
der, that I was obliged to beg a few 
hartſhorn drops the moment I got 
in, I found my nerves ſo exceeding- 
ly ſhattered. Nay, thoſe ladies will 
tell you, I could ſcarce ſo far reco- 
ver the flurry it put me into, as to 
taſte a bit of dinner: I have exceſſive 
weak ſpirits.“ This, Harriot, you 
will look upon as exaggeration, but 
fact upon honour. As he ſat, the 
ſun happened to come directly in 
his cyes; inſtead of changing his 
ſeat, he only changed his attitude, 
by putting the elbow of one arm into 
the hand of the other; and ſpread- 
ng his little white fingers, they 


ſerved 
4 


((-99 ) 

ſerved him as a fan. There was no 
reſiſting it, Harriot ; and I immedi- 
ately aſked if he would accept of 
mine. This, I confels, I was wicked 
enough to mean as a piece of wit, 
but he, pretty ſoul, took it in ſober 
civility, and thanking me, ſaid he 
did mighty well without it 
+ Though;” added he, I general- 
ly carry one in my pocket, as cue 
often finds it convenient. Hea- 


vens ! thought I, and can this really 


be one of the lords of the Creation. 


At length. Mrs. Mountague, willing, | 


1 [ ſuppoſe, that I ſhould make a coni- 
plete conqueſt of this exotic, begged 
I would oblige him with a leflow on 

hens harplichord. 1 obeyed - and al- 
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ſo ſung a ſong or two: then, turn- 
ing to my Adonis, aſked if he was a 
- muſician ?.--- * O, dear me, ſaid 
he, like any little miſs, ©] am by 
no means a proficient; I do play a 
little on the guittar, but ſo ſeldom, 
that I quite fear to expoſe myſelf 
before ladies who are ſuch adepts.” 
A guittar was brought; he now 
began to languiſh over it, to hum 
and clear his voice. I trembled for 
my gravity : even Charlotte, with 
all her's, I plainly ſaw, could ſcarce 
command her features; however, I 
ſcrewed my mouth up the beſt I 
'could, while he, with a voice nei- 


ther male nor female, warbled forth, 


Heaven knows what ; Italian, I be- 


lieve 


101 * 
lieve he meant it for. Can you fi- 
gure to yourſelf a more faroical. 
ſcene ? impoſſible, my dear !. When. 
it was happily over, we bowed, he. 
| bowed, ſaid ſomething of having a 
moſt horrid cold, and hoped next 
time he had the honour of paying 
his reſpects, it would be in his pow=- 
er to entertain us better. | tl 
Well, my dear, how do you like 
him; for my part, I am determined 
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to look no farther, ] am certain he 
would not have the heart to refuſe 
me, ſhould I determine, as I think I 


* 2 _ 
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ſhall, to pay my addreſſes to him. 
I forgot to aſk if he is maſter of the 
tambour, netting, knotting, knit- 
ting, &c, &c.; but there can be no 

E 3 doubt 
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doubt of it; and then what a joyous 
life ſhall I lead, while he ſits at 
home, like a notable ſoul as he is, 
making up my finery. . 

This dear little fubject has ſo de- 
lighted me, that I could fill a quire 
of paper in kis praiſe, were it not 
that I preſume you are already hear- 
tily fick of him. So adieu. 
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An! my dear Harriot, why are 
you not here? What a gee 
what a flutter have I been in! 14 


indeed, indeed, *Y fear I have be- 


haved very like a fool. Had he not 


wrote to me firſt, it would have 


been nothing; 1 ſhould then have. 


met him as uſual; but after that, 

could I fail to look ay! impoſſible, 

Then my brother to diſconcert 

me thus, who t find knows 1 

Tort, my dear; 1 am half angry 
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with both. --- With both, you cry, 
and pray who is the ſecond? Ah! 
Harriot, full well you know, it 
could only be your Harry that 
could cauſe theſe emotions. 

Maria and I were ſitting chatting 
about indifferent matters, a day or 
two after ſhe laſt wrote to you, 
giving you an account of her new 
favourite, when hearing a carriage 
drive to the door, we, of courſe, | 
flew to the window, hoping to fing 4 | 
Charles in it; —— but Judge. of my " 
aſtoniſhment on ſeeing him ſtep out, 

followed by your brother: in an 
| inftant they were in the room. 
* My amiable Char les made a thoys 


land kind enquiries how we h ad 4 
paſſed 


„ 
paſſed our time, how long you had 
been gone, and ſo forth, with a 
view, I plainly ſaw, to take off my. 
attention, from what he was ſen- 
ſible, would embarraſs me. Vour 
Harry's behaviour was. truly deli- 
cate, perfectly eaſy 1 in his manner, 
addreſſing himſelf equally to Maria 
and me; ; this relieved me, and raiſed : 


him not a ittle | in my opinion. - — 


e 


make a bun b band of 4 is to : 
follow, fol reſigp It... 1 
Take my word for it, Hawiet, 
ſhe ſobmits without a murmer, for 
| the has. this moment, diſcovered 


from her window, a certain perſon, 
5 E 5 Who ; 
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abo mall be nameleſs, 2 who 
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EE" up his fine eyes with ſuch : an 
irreſiſtible air, that had ſhe con- 


| tinued writing, you would have 


— - 
— N 
—ä — 7 - 


- IIS a= IC EL ©.» 2 CE 2 9 
r 26 oc ay rnb IS Dt bee 
4 2 — « _— 
— Fg — 


"Y 2 

1 * = — 
— or > = 617 "IX "EI; 4 
of = & 4 "47 2 ro r 


MX. qT r 
n 3 
* = = 


— — 
>, 2 - 


found her epiſtle a mighty incohe- 
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ſhe can no longer talk common 
ſenſe, much leſs write it. O theſe 
faithful lovers! . — - defend me from 


| all loch, lay 1; 5 EY grant they 


may ſoon be converted into ſober 
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man = wife; we tnay then have a 
. for 4 a little rational 8 in 
which a a poor Hang SOT 6 
wyfelt, ; may "bear 4 part; 6 
preſent -- 2 dear, 0 dear! you may 
gueſs, child; how we paſs our title, | 
he adoting, ſhe kimpering, 1 thine 


oh v7. 
f ing 


(0 
ing moſt ſerioufly at the barpſicord, 
and ſin nging from morning till night, 
with all my might; Charles, my 
charming Charles, behaving like 
an angel. It would be ſhocking, 
you know, to talk of a wedding ſo 
early ; but we all, I believe, think 
of it with pleaſure: and though 
the important word is never men- 
tioned, 1 fancy a few months will 
find us in full buſtle. In the mean 
time a thouſand agreeable parties 
are talked of; one of them, and 
not the leaſt deſtrable, is a viſit to 
your lady ſhip: this 1 think will 
take place in a few days. After 
that, it is ſurmiſed, we are to pro- 
ceed to Scarborough; and this I be- 
E 6 lieve 
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lieve, is with a view to bring. your 
humble ſervant into play. Seeing J 


am at preſent a mere looker on, to 


Charlotte and her ſwain, it can have 
no reference, ſince they have neither 
eyes nor ears for any mortal thing 
but themſelves. Now Charles and 


1, you ſee, are ready to enjoy what- 


ever paſt-time our good ſtars may 
throw in our way. So this all the 


needful at preſent, from your s till 


death do us part. 


( 209 ) 


THE SAME TO THE SAME, 
T WAs ridiculous, 'twas really 
horrid, not to let you accompany 


us here, Harriot : your mother 1s 
a good ſoul, but as for that old 


fidgeting aunt of your's, I have not 


common patience with her ; nay, 
when we offered to admit her of the 
party, as our chapron, to refuie was 
paſt all enduring. You may for- 
give her, but nothing leſs than pu- 
ting my name in her will, inſtead of 
your's, ſhall ever prevail with me. 


Here we are, my dear, and ſo hap- 


— - ſuch a delightful buſtle — 
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ſo much admiration, the fellows 
dying for us by. dozens, ;, and to add 
to our importance, they ſue in vain 

| for the felicity of our fair hands at 
the balls, our fables forbid dancing; j 
this 3 is the fineſt thing imaginable, 
for by this means, inſtead of having 
only one beau in our train, we have 
them now by dozens. ; Charles and 
your | brother have already met with 
half a REES acquaintances, ſome 
male, ſome female. 1 believe I 
forgot to tell you Mrs. Mountague 
and her daughters agreed to meet 
us here; f that indeed was one mo- 
tive for giving this place the pre- 
ference to Brighthelmſtone, as ſhe 


— 
6 


undertook the important province 
* your 


„ 
your old crabbed aunt refuſed; ſo un- 
der the thadow- of her friendly wing, 
we . with all uren PLopricty' 
but I with hid two Helios! en 
ever they are, may not let them 
ſip through their fingers, for I can 
tell them, they ſeem full as Willing 
to enjoy & little flirtation as my 
fair ſelf, Adieu: I muſt dreſs for 
the rooms. I have not tirhe'to write 
a decent ſized epiſtle at one fittings 
ſo propoſe to add a line occaſionally 
till it is of e inn 
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TI S now my turn, Harriot, and 
though Maria would perſuade you 
I am utterly, ſpoiled for every ra- 
tional purpoſe, 1 am determined, to 
convince you ſhe is miſtaken ; be- 
hold me then, ſeated with i intent to 
fill every corner of the paper ſhe has 
left; and what is more, the dear 
girl, ſhall herſelf, be the ſub- 
ject, though according to her, I ean 
now talk only of one: certain it is, 
that one is infinitely dear to me, 
and I truſt, a few months will make 
him mine for ever. He is impatient, 
and endeavours by every engaging 

means, 


( 113 5 


means to prevail on me to name an 


earlier day: even my Charles wiſhes 
me to diſpenſe with the common 
forms but 1 cannot, dear as they 
are both to me, be ſo wanting in 
that reſpect due to the memory of 
the beſt of fathers. You, my Har- 
riot, will, I am certain, commend 
my delicacy, But three ſhort 
months elapſed ſince that ſad events i 
can I think of it, does not every ll 
idea of propriety forbid ? N 


aſſuredly 1 
Well, my dear, I promiſed 1 
ſhould be the ſubject of our preſent 
chat: a moſt extraordinary incident 
has enabled me to fulfil it. That 
ſhe ſhould have made a conqueſt 


bes, 


4.9 i 
here will not in the leaſt ſurprize 
you ; ſhe is ſurrounded by admirers : 
but never will you gueſs who it is, 
that is abſolutely dying for her, 
and die he muſt, I fear, fince of all 
women ſhe will be the laſt, I fancy, 
his family will conſent to accept as a 
daughter. No other, Harriot, than a 
eouſi in of our own ; young Bellmont, 
my honoured father's nephew: and 
now his own being dead, heir to 
Lord Bellmont's title and eſtate. 
Do you concgive this attachment 
is Iikely to be attended with happy 
conſequences ? — Alas! there can 
be no hopes of 1 it. Never, I think, 
on ſo ſhort an acquaintance, did 1 
fee two creatures ſo far gone in this 
ſame 


( mz ) 
{ame love, that makes ſuch a buſtle 
amongſt us, and which till now; ſhe 


has perpetually made the ſubje& of 


her mirth; that it will never make 
her melancholy, I really believe: 
but that her heart is gone, I am not 
leſs certain. He arrived here about 
ten days ago by the by, it was 


the very evening of the day ſhe 


wrote the fe lines you will find in 
the firſt page of this; ſhe left 
off, you ſee, in order to dreſs for the 
rooms; and whether a preſentiment 
of what was to happen, induced her 
to adorn herſelf ' with more than 
ufual care, I know not; but ſbe 
really looked more than ufually 
bvely. When ſhe joined us in tho 
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dtawing room, Maria,“ ſaid Mrs. 
Mountague, youare certainly going 
to the rooms to night with a wicked 
purpoſe, I never ſaw you look ſo 
irrefiſtibly captivating; who drefled 
your hair, my dear, that cap too, 
or rather hat, for it has not 
much: of the former in its compoſi- 
tion hat ſay you, Captain Bell 
mont, does ſhe not bid fair to do 
miſchief ?”. 4 Really,” replied he, 
% were ſhe not my ſiſter, I believe, 
I ſhould find it difficult to guard my 
hear t 3. the 1 S 4 fly girl, and though 
ſhe affects that innocent air, I dare 
ſay, has planned the deſtruction of 
half a ſcore of my poor, brethern at 


leaſt,” . Tis time we were, mov- 


22 4 1 ing 


6 
ing then,“ cried ſhe, '** ſince I have 
ſo much buſineſs on my hands; ſo 
pray let us be marching to the field 
of battle, and may conqueſt attend 


me.” Away we went —— the mi- 
nuets were already begun. We were 
obliged to wait till one was finiſhed 
before we could paſs to our ſeats; in 
the mean time, Maria, who had 


hold of my arm, whiſpering, aſked, 


if I had ever ſeen ſo elegant a figure 
as the gentleman then dancing, or 
any mortal ſo perfectly graceful ; I 


agreed ſhe was right in her remark, 


ſaying in caſe he ſhould next aſk_ 


her, that ſhe poſitively ſhould not 
refuſe, as I thought they. were 
formed for each other; and I ac- 


3 tually 
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tually fancied, I diſcovered à re- 
ſemblance. We had time for no 
more; and were ſcarce ſeated, when 
returning from leading his partner 
to her's, he ſaw Maria --- he was 
evidently ſtruck by her appearance, 
*twas too plain to admit a doubt. --- 
He inſtantly, with an air the moſt 
engaging, begged the honour of-her 
hand : ſhe would have declined it, 
never yet having danced ſince our 
arrival, but -was prevailed upon by 
Mrs. Mountague ; who aflured her 
there could be no impropriety in a 
minuet. He took her hand with 

looks that beſpoke the higheſt admi- 
ration. Not a whiſper was heard 

in the room; every eye fixed upon 
them 


7 


(4 
them with the moſt profound at- 
tention. In my life I never beheld 
a pair ſo uncommonly graceful ; he 
was dreſſed in mourning, as well as 
her, though not ſo deep. In fine, 
the minuet over, he lead her to 
her ſeat, and finding ſhe declined en- 
gaging for the evening, he attached 
himſelf wholly to her; and by his 
converſation, and pleaſing manner 
rendered himſelf highly agreeable to 
us all. Little did any of us at that 
time dream who it | was we thus 
admired ; for though 10 nearly re- 
lated, never had we met before: 
indeed he returned but laſt winter 
from his travels, and we, you know, 
have been bred up in retirement, ſo 

15 „tis 


5 1 ) | 
*tis not wonderful, we ſhould never 
have met, fince we never even ſaw 
our haughty PREY or any 
of his family till nox. 
Charles, who, I believe, Was 
rather alarme& at ſeeing a ſtranger 
ſo ſoon on that eaſy footing with 
us, left us a few moments, as J 
then gueſſed, to learn, by ſome 
| means or other, his name, and fo 
forth. T obſerved, when he re- 
turned, a fomething particular in 
his looks, which I could not account 
for; but now it- was the {tranger's 
turn to expreſs no leſs embaraſſment 
in his; for on ſomebody's ſpeaking 
to us by our names he appeared in 
a degree of confuſion he could not 
* conceal. 


f 2367 3 

conceal.” However, nothing farther 
paſſed that evening, whateyer he 
might conjecture; and whatever 
Charles really knew, was all a myſ- 
tery to us till we got home. 
He then, laughing, told Maria, ſhe 
had it now in her power to take 
ſome revenge upon her enemies, for 
ſhe had certainly made a ſlave of one 
nearly allied to them, whom ſhe 
would no doubt treat with becoming 
rigour, * 2 Ah, Heaven forbid! I_ 
cried. ſhe, « if you mean my charm- 
ing partner; - believe me, I ſhall be 
as litttle inclined to treat bim 
harſhly, as to reſtore him to liberty; 
but pray explain yourſelf, my, good 
brother, what enemies are you talk- 
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jog of, and how on earth ſhould he 
be connected with them; it is im- 
pollible he ſhould be the enemy 


of ary mortal. Charming, faid 


your Harry, or my Harry, if you 
pleaſe, this is as it ſhould be; our 
lively Maria will no longer laugh 
at the ſighing tribe, as ſhe calls 
them, we hall have her ſighing 
and pining as well as the beſt of 
«© Ah, never !” 


<« ſurely one may do 


us before long.“ 
cried ſhe, 
Juſtice to the creature, without 


carrying the joke quite ſo far as 


that. Make no raſh vows, my 
dear,” faid I, © but e'en try to ſub- 
n mit with a good grace. Again we 
begged my brother to explain him- 


'- 8 5 75 ſelf, 


"8. 
5 
l | 
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| elf, which, after teazing poor Ma- 
| ria a good while before he complied, 
he at laſt did. But judge what 
were our feelings when we found 
he actually was the perſon I have 
already mentioned to you. —— Poor 
Maria changed colour, her vivacity 
inſtantly forſook her. 
It now grew late, and as it was 
evident any farther railery would 
pain the dear girl, we ſeparated for 
that night; and with abundant matter 
in our minds for meditation, retired 
to our apartments. And now I 
muſt bid you farewel; in my next 
you ſhall hear more of this adven- 
ture, for really I think it merits 
that pompovsHitle, Aden. 1:52 
2 ” YT THE 


CES 


THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


| Trap really ſeen ſo many ſymp- 
toms of a ſerious attachment on 
both ſides at the ball, that I could 
hardly cloſe my eyes during the 
night, ſo wholly did the ſubject en- 
groſs my thoughts had a thou- 
ſand apprehenſions for. my poor 
Maria, and ſtill have, my dear Har- 
riot, for though I am almoſt as par- 
tial to her lover, as ſhe is herſelf, 
yet I foreſee their paſſion can only 
be productive of miſery; but let me 
check theſe painful reflections, and 
relate matters of fact: we were 
* ſeated at breakfaſt next 
| morning 


6 


morning when a card was preſented 


to Charles; he read it at the win- 
dow, and then ſending his compli— 
ments by the ſervant, bid him tell 


his maſter, he would anſwer it in 


half an hour : --- he then returned 
to us, and giving it to Maria,“ read 
that, my dear,” ſaid he, „and tell 
me whether you would adviſe me 
to forget all animoſities, and accept 
the friendſhip you there ſee offered 
me 3 I gave it firſt to you, Maria, 


becauſe I am pretty certain, tis 


your charms have procured me this 


honour: I confeſs there is ſome- 
thing ſo extremely pleaſing in his 
manner, and ſo much propriety in 
his thus addreſſing himſelf to me, 
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that if you, my love, have no ob- 
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jections, I will wait upon him my- 
ſelf, inſtead of writing ! You 
diſtreſs me, my dear brother,” ſaid 
ſhe, © by this addreſs «-- ſurely you 


cannot think me ſo weak, as on ſo 


Ef 


ſhort an acquaintance to find myſelf 
very deeply intercfted in the matter : 
this, I think, I may venture to lay, 
without being further concerned 


than either you or Charlotte, that 


Mr. Bellmont's advances towards a' 
reconcilation are made with fo much 


delicacy, ſo much reſpect, that I 


= 5 5 1 
think you would not act with your 
uſual generoſity, to reject them --- 
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as a near relation merely, I now give 
my opinion, and without a view of 
being 
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being ſtill nearer connected, I give 
you my honour, for however we 
might divert ourſelves laſt night, |, 


I am perfectly ſenfible that never 
could be, — ſuppoſing — in ſhort,” 
added ſhe, aftes heſitating at the 
word ſuppoſing --- I really think 
it would be unkind, as well as un- 
polite to refuſe him your friendſhip, 
if on a farther acquaintance you 
find him worthy of it, which is 
certainly poſſible, though all his 
family were leſs deſerving than we 
have reaſon to believe them.'' --- 
+ Spoke like the ſenſible girl I have 

ever found you, my love,” ſaid he, 
kindly taking her hand, * I am far 
from fancying you deeply intereſted 

F 4 in. 
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in the matter, nor did 1 mean to 
diſtreſs you, merely applied to 
you, becauſe tis plain to every one, 
that but for you, this event might 
never have happened: ſo let us 
finiſh our breakfaſt, nor by loſing 
our vivacity, render the affair of 
more importance than it really i bs.” 
We did ſo; but as to our vivacity, 
we could not fo eaſily regain that ; 
however no more was ſaid of it, and 
my brother ſoon after left us. We 
now, Maria and I, I mean, for we 
were alone, chatted a good deal 
about this event; ſhe confeſſed ſhe 
wiſhed he had been any mor- 
tal, except the mortal he is, as ſhe 
found him infinitely more to her 
1 taſte 


( 129 ) 
taſte than any man ſhe had 
yet ſeen; had it been any other, 
the very juſtly obſerved, the notice 
he took of her, would not have led 
her to draw any ſuch flattering con- 
cluſions, from it ; but by the eager 
deſire he expreſſed to be introduced, 
in ſpite of the breach which has for 
ſo many years ſubſiſted between his 
family and our's, it is plain he is 
more ſeriouſly attached than. we 
ſhould have believed another, where 

no ſuch obſtacle exiſted. 
Charles returned in a few hours, 
and was quite delighted with. his 
new: friend; they talked over all 
family matters with: real concern on 
both ſides, it ſeems; expreſſed the 
| BE 5 greateſt: 
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greateſt regret: that they had been fo 
1 long deprived of each other's friend- 


ſhip; agreed to leave all animoſity 
to thoſe who ſtill cheriſhed it, but 
for their parts, ſwore the friend- 
ſhip and eſteem they now felt for 


each other, ſhould end but with 


their lives: he particularly remarked 
his delicacy in not talking in any 
particular manner of Maria, he 
ſeemed to wiſh him to believe this 
admiration of her was-not his only 
motive for the advances: he had 


made; ſpoke of us both in the moſt 


flattering manner: he faid' he was 
perſuaded could our grandfather but 
ſee the charming objects he has: 
been taught to think fo lightly of, 

1 he 
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he would never part with them. Ta 
ſhort, my dear, we have geined a 
moſt. amiable and accompliſhed 
friend; what elſe may follow, I 
cannot: ſay, though I dare not flatter: 
mylelf.. Maria, who: has. now: 
regained all her vivacity, looks only 
to the preſent moment, and is hap- 
py as any mortal can be. He was 
the day after their firſt conference, 
introduced to us, and from that 
hour has been our conſtant com- 
panion. How the old Lord. will. 
rehſh all this, is another affair, 
when he is acquainted with: it, 
which he-no doubt will be, by ſome 
means or other, for it is an incident 
too ſingular not to be talked of. 
rs ;. F * 


( 132 ) 
Thus reſts the affair at preſent; and 
now it is full time to talk a little of 
myſelf: : indeed I ſhould have been 
lefs remiſs i in that, had I not known 


your dear brother, and let me to 


you ſay, my amiable Harry had fre- 
quently wrote to you himſelf. I 
find he has told you, Charles and 
him have prevailed on me to ſhorten 
the time of his probation, as he 
-calls it. They are both maſters of 


ſo much eloquence, that it is not 
eaſy to carry any point againſt 
them, on which they ſet their 
hearts. So, my dear Harriot, you 
may be preparing your wedding 
garments, or or rather thoſe you are 
to figure 3 in at mine, for without 


3 3 you 


(133) 
you are a witneſs to the ſolem- 
nity, 1 will poſitively forbid the 
banns. It is agreed, we are to ſpend 
the enſuing winter in town, and 
Roſe-Hill is to be our ſummer 
reſidence; Maria to be my gueſt in 
London, we to be her's in the 
country, and my beloved Charles 
as much as poſſible with us at all 
times. What a delightful ſociety, 
my Harriot ! In this ſociety, you 
may be ſure T include you : I think 
we may depend upon your accom- 
panying us to town; your mother 
will not refuſe the firſt requeſt her 
new daughter makes her. 
We talk of leaving this place in 
about ten days ; our new found 
couſin, 


(ugh) 
couſin, you may be ſure, has aſked 
permiſſion to viſit us at Roſe- 
Hill. | bs 
My Harry propoſes going imme- 
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ate to you, after having eſ- 
corted us home, and then -- Ah, 
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then J Harriot, we meet, I uſt, 
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to part no more. 
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M R. BELMONT 
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GEORGE BO DEN, RS 


Yo U,. George, know how I am 
ſituated. You. know the fair one, 
deſtined by my grandfather to call 
this perſon of. mine lord and maſter.. 
You alſo know, that my heart has 
ever revolted at the choice his lord- 
ſhip has made for me, havin g ſenti- 
ments which lead me to fancy I am: 
a better judge of what will conſtitute 
my felicity, than he, or any other he 
in the univerſe can be. That Lady 
Ann is fair, is lovely, is rich, I grant; 

but, 


( 436) 
but, that I have beheld all theſe per- 
fections with indifference, I may con- 
feſs to you, though it would not be 
quite ſo civil to tell it to her lady- 
ſhip. ; not but I do in my conſcience 
believe the ſays pretty nearly the ſame 
thing of me to her confidant : for 
charming, and all that, as we both 
are, I do not believe we poſſeſs thoſe 
kindred ſouls that ever were meant 
to meet together in holy wedlock. 
1 am going to give you my reaſons 
for being more of this opinion now 
than ever I was in my life. Ihave 
met; fince I came here; George, with 


All angel ; yes, an angel, or at leaſt 
C ˙ tat. 
as angelie as I would choofe the Wo- 
man 1 marry ſhould be. 1 ſaw her 


"3: 908 3 
at the rooms : I have ſeen her every 
day ſince. The conſequence 15, that 
if ever you ſee me figure 1n the ve- 
nerable character of a married man, 
Maria, the adorable, the adored Ma- 
ria Belmont muſt be the woman 
that is a point with me, fixed as 
fate. And pray, may a man aſk, 
you cry, who this Maria Belmont 
is? you may: and to that queſtion, 
I anſwer, ſhe is neither more nor 
leſs than my own coufin. This cir- 
cumſtance, which thoſe who know 
leſs of the matter than you do, would 
naturally lead them to conclude, 
muſt prevent all obſtacles to the 
wiſh of my heart but they would, 
I fear, be a good deal out in their 


calculation: 


v 


{a + 
calculation: for 'tis this circum- 


ſtance alone, ſhews me ten thou- 
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ſand, not to mention Lady Ann, 


a — 
a 7 


who may prove as many more: a 
yery hopeful proſpect J have, you'll 
confeſs! This couſin, this divine 
Maria Belmont, 1s actually the 
daughter of that brave uncle of 
mine you muſt often have heard of, 
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the very identical Colonel who was 
juſtly honoured by all who knew 
him, except his father, my grand- 
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father, who thought proper to diſ- 

inherit him, becauſe he did what I 
ſuppoſe I ſhall be compelled to do; 
for he will as little, 1 fear, conſent 
to my marrying the lovely daughter 
as he did to his ſon's marrying the 
1 lady 


„ 
— N Mtn,” 


— — oc —_—_ 
* a | — — —— 
—— — — — — a — — 

— ” * — — — — — 
cc 


. 
4 
F 
' 
4 

i 
. 
1 
bv; 


v4 

«$44 
1 145 
1 4 
. 
"8 
* 
7 


4 
K. 
— 2 
1 
1 
3 
+4 
„ . 
_— 
=_” 
32 N 4 
ws 
3 
11 1 
C2 $87} 
is P 1 
1 
1 
* 
of + mrY 
U . 
* = 3 
2 £5 
F 5 4 
5 1 
f „ 
LY bY 3 
1 
1 
128 
& by LH 
r 
. 
„ 
. 1 0 
_— 
„ 
* =: 
—_— 
— 7 
_ 
_ 
TT 
r 
5 1 
2 H 0 
Ns 
ne 
3 8 +4: 
$8 
* 1 I , 
1 
Os 
h A? 
4 £3) 
x . 


rr 
. 
ERS #3 2 92 
8 9 

r a — — 
— 7 
_— 


( 139 ) 
lady he made choice of. My Maria 
is the daughter of that lady, and, as 
I ſaid before, of his ſon. From the 
day he declared his marriage, Lord 
Belmont ſtruck his name out of his 
will, nor ever ſaw him more. He 
died about five months ago, and left 


two daughters — and a fon, who 
ſeems to inherit all his father's ſpi- 
rit. Of Maria, I have already given 
you a faint idea; nor is her ſiſter 
leſs lovely, or leſs accompliſhed. 
George, I bluſh for my family, 
when I behold theſe charming girls. 
Little do they dream what kind of 
| beings they are whom they thus af- 
fect to deſpiſe : by Heavens, they do 
honour to the name! Nor have we 
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any one belonging to us, half fo 


wotthy to ſhare thoſe honours, thoſe 
diſtinctions, on which we let ſo high 


a value, and on which-they have the 
ſenſe to look down with proper con- 
tempt. O, that ſome of my haughty 


relatives, my old lord of a grandfa- 
ther, for inſtance, could ſee theſe 
charming women, ſurrounded, as ! 
have ſeen them, by crowds of ad- 
mirers here! male and female, all 
confeſs they have not their equals. 
How would it mortify their vanity, 
J fay, to behold them thus adored 


without the aid of thoſe riches, 


thoſe [inſignificant titles they deem 


ſo eflential ?- I ſwear to you, George, 
When I reflect on the treatment they 


; | have 


E 


have met with from my connections, 


which I perpetually do when in their 
company, I have hardly courage to 
meet their eyes. How noble 1s 1t 
for them, ſo far to conquer their too 
juſt reſentment, as to treat me not 
only with common . civility, for 
even this would be-a: condeſcenſion, 
but with the moſt engaging frignd- 
ſhip. This alone may give you an 
idea of their ſuperior underſtanding. 
In ſhort, George, rather than give 
up the hope of making this angel 
mine, I would, without a ſingle 
ſigh, reſign all other bleſſings this 
world can offer me. Let his lord- 
ſhip diſinherit me; let him leave his 
wealth to whom he pleaſes; give 


Mme. 
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( 142 ) | 
me Maria, and a moderate compe- 
| tency, which, thank Fortune I have, 
without being beholden to him, and 
I aſk no more: yet, for her loved 
fake, I will try what can be done, 
Gladly would I place her in the moſt 
elevated rank; ſheis formed to ador n 
it: but if he will turn a deaf ear to 
my prayer, and my beloved will ac- 
cept of me after that, farewel friends 
and family, and welcome love and 
my Maria. This is my final reſo- 
lution : I have not yet been quite ſo 
explicit with my beloved; nor dare 
I flatter myſelf that the ſees me with 
all the partiality I die to inſpire her 
With: yet, I have reaſon to believe, 
. ſhe has not diſpoſed. of her heart, 
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and to gain it ſhall be the future ſtu- 


dy of my life. Her charming fiſter 


is on the point of marriage with a 


Mr. Marchmont, who, I find, has 
long been her admirer, a fine young 
fellow, with a good eſtate in their 
Their brother 
Charles.and him were college com- 


neighbourhood. 


panions. I with with all my ſoul, 
you, George, would run away to 
Scotland with Lady Ann, and thus 


remove one of the bars to my felici- 


ty: but at all events, I am deter- 


mined; ſo her friends and mine 
muſt even look out elſewhere for a 
huſband for her. Yet, if I am not 
very much deceived, her ladyſhip 
will fave them that trouble. So, 

TON. fare 
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BELMONT. 
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Your's, 
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ye well; wiſh me ſucceſs, aud 


fare 
| believe me 
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ition 


ved 1 
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ſpot, could any foul have bel 


ple of 
months, 
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has brought me into a pretty ſort of 
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When I left this ſweet 
it in a cou 
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months, heartlefs and hopeleſs: Tis 
even ſo, Harriot; and, deplorable as 
it is, I am noticlear, whether it is 
not upon thé whole as amüſing, as 
intereſting a ſiuation as. Charlotte's. 
She, for! inſtance, will in a ſhort” 
time be happily: ſettled, as they call 
it, What next; Why, then. vo 
know: ſhe! becomes a mighty ſober, 
ſedate, notable wife; in due time, 
tis to be preſumed, a grave matron- 
ly motlier; — while her Harry, no 
longer a lover, but a huſband - 
the beſt imaginable, I in my con- 
ſcience believe he will be; but ſtill 
I ſay, he can bè but a huſband, which, 
you know, make the very beſt of it, 
cannot be comparable to the former. 
a - 0G | Goes 


( (248: 9) 

Goes out, and mes in, — with. a 
„Well, my dear, how are ye how 
are the children? has any body 
called, my dear, ſince I was out? 
tis very cold, Charlotte, or tis very 
warm, Charlotte, and ſuc like ani- 
mating dialogyes';. while I, and my 
ſwain, are in a fair war way to con- 
tinue loverb as long: as we! live:; fur 
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as to matrimony, there are: ſo many 
odd matters to ſettle, ſo: many odd. 
mortals to. conſult, and-whoſe very 
natures! muſt be:changed-befare we: 
can hope to arrive at that period of 
our hiſtory; that L have ſet it doun 
as, impofible x and, as. I ſaid before, 
or was going to ſay, have perſuaded | 
myſelf Lſhall find it a far more in- 
tereſting, 


# 


(C „, 


| tereſting, and of courſe a more ani- 
mating ſituation than Charlotte's. 
knew from the moment I could 
reflect, that Fate never intended me 
for a ſober, ſettled ſtate ; I have not 
a head for it: the kind of anxiety I 
am now in, the hopes, the fears, &c. 
Kc. keep one ſo finely awake, that 
'tis quite delightful. Now, Char- 
lotte on the contrary, ſure. of her 
man, ſure of his heart, — nay, 1 
think if any mortal can be, ſure of 
perfect happineſs, no one ſingle thing | 


left to wiſh for — Heavens! I 


I ſhould expire in weh a ſituation; 
what in that caſe could one poſſibly 
do, but take a comfortable nap up- 
on the firſt eaſy: chair that ſtood in 
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proofs, as thus: 
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one? 8 s way. — Now I. — - O, 1 have 


the advantage of her all to nothing: 
I could give you a thouſand farther 


we bade adieu 


to Scarborough laſt week, and at the 
ſame time to my lover. Here was a 
ſcene of tenderneſs for you; he vow- 
ing and ſwearing unalterable love, I, 
as in duty bound, adviing | him by all 
means to take back his heart, and be- 
ſtow it on ſome other Fair one, who 
would have no mortification to dread 
from his proud family; ſaid all I could 
to convince him the hopes he had 

formed could only ſerve to inſure him 


a diſappointment ; at the ſame time, 


within g very ſincerely, he might pay 


no regard to my ſage counſel, but 
held 


6149) 

hold every vow he made as ſacred. 
Now, here you ſee, child, was work 
for a variety of the moſt delightful 
ſenſations imaginable; and, fo fine 
an opportunity, too, to diſplay my 
whole ſtock of philoſophy, forti- 
tude, and all that; for you are not 
to ſuppoſe. this ſaid lover believed me - 
indifferent to him : where then, you 
know, would have been the merit of 
my ſage advice; ; no, no, my dear, 
he had by this time found out ſome 
how or other, that I thought him 
upon the whole a very decent kind 
of being, and could, had our un gra- 
cious ſtars thought fit, have follow - 
ed Charlotte's example without any 

violent reluctance; 3 bur, for this diſ- 
G 3 covery, 
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covery, you ſee, where would have 


been my great merit in ſo nobly 


giving him up: in ſhort, I begged 
he would think no more of me; to 
which he replied, he was fully de- 
| | termined to think of nothing elle; 
and having got permiſſion to pay his 
reſpects at Roſe Hill, weparted : - 
and thus ends volume the firſt of a 4 


adventuresc of William Belmont, Eſq. 

and the fair Mari. Should a ſecond 

be publiſhed, I will ſend it you. 
Vour brother, I preſume, is by 


| this time with you ; tell him, Char- 
lotte is mourning for the abſence of 
her mate like any turtle. Charles 
5 ſet off for London this morning, and 
Fe 2s you may perceive, have been 


ſcribblin 9 
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{cribbling to you; ſo farewel, — 

Pray obſerve, there is neither an Ah 
me! nor an Oh me! in my whole 


pille. Who, . wall dare Sc 


. Jam in dove? 


MARIA. 


10t. ,20 ITY R * T: * W/ 


J 1 * 1 b FAS + * 1 0 


1 Amn I 0 T. 4 


Ar! N my 3 Bandes, 
my friend, my ſiſter, the iraportaut 
day 1s fixed, that I truſt, will ren- 


der me the bappieft of women. 
Come to me then, my love, and by 
WY G4 your 
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your preſence enable metogo 
the awful ceremony with a good 
grace. This day ſe'nnigbt I ſhall 
for ever bid adieu tai the name of 
Belmont. I intreat you, therefore, 


not to diſappoint me. Your loved 
brother returned here on Monday 
laſt; he met Charles in London, 
Who accompanied Him here. All 
things are ready, | they. tell us, for 
our reception in town. Come, then, 
my dear friend, and, if poſſible, bring 
permiſſion with you to ſpend the 
winter with us. "Maria, Charles, 
and my Henry, all Join in this re- 
queſt. F arewel; 1 have time for 
no more. Vour's ever, 
CARLO T TE BEL. MONT: 
I * 2 8s 
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devntniwiil 'your an 


tions, my dear mother; the i impor- 
tant day is over : yeſterday your dear 


Henry was united'to the moſt lovely 
of women. They kindly aſſure! me, 
the only eloy to their felicity 4 is my 
not having it · in my power to go im- 


mediately with them to London: 8 


but they are too juſt not to ſee the 


$ * : 


im poffibility of obliging them at pre- 


ſent. I ſhall reſerve every particular 
of the joyful day till I have the plea- 
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ſure of ſeeing you, which will, I fan- 
cy, be on Monday or Tueſday, as 
my brother talks of leaving Roſe 
Hill about that time : he muſt be in 
town at the meeting of parliament. 

Adieu. Iam unwilling to loſe a mo- 
ment of their dear company, as. we 
are to part ſo ſoon ; this muſt be my 
apology for making ſo ſhort. a letzer. 

Harry promiſed to add a few lines 
mine; whether he will keep his 
word, I Know not, but will ſtep and 
aſk ir befor I 288 . Des baer 
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LEAVENS, my dear, to what 
a new, to what, a delightfu] world 
am I tranſported; Jam more than 
half out of my. wats, with joy, and a 
thouſand gthyy charming ſenſations. 
4 new worlds; I lay ; for certain it 
3s, hape ſcarce the ſmalleſt,regol- 
dap ity tis ſo changed ſince l 
was here; ang chen, indeed, I was 


700 une to Khan: much. about it, 
A G 6 or 


5 1 «a iid 


m 1 * 
886 


or enjoy its gaities: but now, yes, 


my dear, now I propoſe to make up 
© loſt time; expect to hear of no- 
thing for the future but operas, 
plays, balls, .maſqueradgs, and all 
the dear et ceteras this dear town 
abounds: with ; and for lovers! — 
ah, I forgot, — that point is already 
ſettled. Vou are; 1 bind, determined 
to believe that I am to prove the 
heans: of reſtoring Peate to our fo 
Jong diſuuited families. 34 Have 'va- 

nity eto to fancy» niyſtifr per: 
olf ef no ſmall: £onſoquerite YP give 
. yowiny. word. Vet, am Fullyl per- | 
ſuaded,-I ſhould as ſoch Tacteed/in 
my attempts to bribg back? to! their 
« 5 ae revolted? iries in 
29 do America: 


(* 

America: no, no, my dear; our 
gtandſire's heart is not compoſed of 
quite ſuch penetrable materials as 
my poor hopeleſs couſin's. | To be 
ſure we may without troubling him 
with our petitions, retire; to love and 
a cottage; but the truth is, we have 
neither of us much taſte for cheſe rus 
ral plans of happineſs; not but we 
ſhould : ſet ont With ab great/a/por> 
tion of love on Gur hands as lafly 
Damon aud Phillida in Arcadia; but 
the cottage, theres the rub, Hart. 
riot till not god] I. fearz 
Eſpecially after havingideen't Char- 
lotte ailing about with ſo much 
eaſe, grace and dignity; about chi 
elegant Wand: =: imifoſſible, my 


BOL | dear 1 


+ 


3 


( 158) 
dear! we muſt even give up all 
hopes, and endeavour to ſuit our- 
ſelves elſewhere. I ſhall be at no 


loſs; but poor Belmont, indeed, 
will find it a hard matter to deſcend 
to a beg leſs celeſtial than your 


Maria; and Jefs fp; the muſt of 


courſe be, if I am to credit all he 
Sys. By the way, if report ſays true, 
our old Jord has tałen proper care of 


chat points for L am credibly in- 


for. the huſband of a young damſfl 
af quality, who, beſides that diſtine- 


tien, has an immenſe fortuxie. 1 
have not yet learned her name, and 


poſſibly there may be no foundation 
bor it, though it is 2 protty; commos 
1182 | | mode 


( 159 ) 
mode of proceeding in theſe days; 
but, true or not true, 1 make myſelf 
eaſy, well knowing, that ſuch i is the 
noble ſpirit of contradiction inherent 
in the beſt of us, that he will not 
find one grain more partiality for 
her becauſe deſued. Love is not a 


paſſion ſo eaſily governed : I believe 


compulſion | never yet produced a 


happy pair. Sure I am no power 
on earth ſhould. Ne compel me to 


4 & 


eren 1 indifferent, to, much 
leſs one 1 diſliked. Ah, . Harriot ! 


„ % i 


as [ live there he i is at the door! 


Adieu, adieu j 
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r your 


ſage lecture; but had you ſeen, had 
you he ard iny chatniig Maria, as [ 


have done, you would not talk with 
ſuch cool pl Hiloſoph 
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— 
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dent ma 


iffer 


my redaaind Bet : mention no 
. miſer 
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xims: 


FT! 


44 10 
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Fon 


ence of 


C2 


more 


thoſe 


are nöt the genuine Malin gts of 


2b 


your 


ter; were you in my Htüakibc, 
would act, as 1 abſdlutely will act, 
de the conſequence what at may. 


* 


* 


heart George, I Know vit bet 


” 


[je \s & ds > 


you 


1] ex- 


1 expected a { tbe iletter from 
vou, und fer 4 a ſecond edition of 
thoſe leſſons 1 am peſtered witR, 
whenever 1 viſit wy family ; ; Tam 
then belet ot. an fi des, by every 
branch of it: no one ſubject! have I 


been treated with from the day I 


arrived in England, but the enn, 
the riches" of this Lady Ann —— 
would to the Lord, the e ul 
would take her bimſelf. Thin gs 
| begiitgwear fo ſerious a face, that 
I am not Without ſüfpicion they 
ſoſpecr Rave an attachment elſe- 
where. It cannot long remain a 
ſecret, that's certain. What gives 
riſe to my conje&tut re, is, that, the laft 
time I called upon him, 1 found 
e him 
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EI 
him more. prefix 4 with me thay he 


bad ever been, to thipk ſeriouſly 
of matrimony ; ſaid he found him - 


ſelf growing old wiſhed to ſee me 


happily ſettled, and ſo forth, before 
che left the world, to the lady he 


ad made choice of, to .ſhare with 
me his rank and fortune, J could 
| have no ohjections, "hy en theſe 
upneceflary, delays 2 51 blur 
I played off the beſt = I. -equld, 
allowed ſhe had great merit, da- 
| ſerved a man more attached.” to ber, 
than 1 at preſent found myſelf z J 
was young, but juſt returned to 
England: hoped he would give me : 
time to reconcile myſelf to ſo im- 


anf a ſtep. 1 paid every proper 


9 


1 
attention to her Ladyſhip, but had 
100 great a regard for her, to offer 
my hand, till certain my heart 
could valuntarily accompany it. —— 
Why the fellow talks like a girl, 
ſaid he; what the devil has your 
heart and all that kind of nonſenſe 
to do with it? You. have been 
reading romances 1 fancy, by way 
of completing your education: : 
Prythee let's hear O more of theſe 
ſentimental raphſodies - attach- 
ment! quotha, ſbew me another 
fellow in England, who would 
doubt beiug fufficiently attached, if 
fairly married to ſuch a piece! —— 
Look ye, William, you know my 
mind, if you with me to look upon 


you 


0 164 ) a 
vou in the light 1 have Bithert 


done, ſet off inſtantly for Devon- 

| ſhire; let this buſineſs be put a 

5 ſpecdy end to, or depend upon it, 
you will have reaſon hr repent 1t the 

| longeſt day you Boe 2 2 attachment! 

— by Heaven's, the fellow s mad! 
This, George, 18 the amuſement 

I meet with in Groſvenor Square 
in Harley-Strect, K plead 1 in vain, 
my Maria will not liſten to me on 

* "the dear ſubject that engroffes x my 
* whole ſoul, unleſs authoriſed to doit 
by my grandfather' 8 conſent ; this, 
ſſhe ſays, the knows is not to be ex- 
pected; but rather than involve 
me, as her own father was involved 
by a ſtep of the ſame nature, the 
will 


( 165, ) 


will forego every hope of happineſs 
in life. Vou will gueſs by this 
I have urged her to bleſs me with 
her hand, and leave to Fate the 
reſt, With rapture would J, George, 
run every riſk, poſſeſſing the wo- 
man I adore, — what more could I 
aſk of Heaven. The dear girl is 
above diſguiſe, ſhe now cou feſſes I 
am not indifferent to her, wiſhes ſo 
unſurmountable a bar were not 
placed between us, but unſurmoun- 
table ſhe plainly ſaw it was; and 
then in a manner that renders her 
ſtill more enchanting, begs me to 
think no more of her, to call my 
reaſon to my aid, and by every. ra- 
tional means endeavour to conquer 

an 


0 166 ) 

an attachment, that if farther in- 
dulged, can only ſerve to make me 
miſerable ; --- thus cruelly argues 
my angel. Her ſiſter, nay March- 
mont himſelf, though there never 

was a more paſſionate lover, gives 
me the ſame advice. But as well 
may they talk to the winds, ſhe 
muſt, ſhe ſhall be mine; I know her 
heart too well to believe her reaſon 
for thus objecting to me, proceeds 
from any other motive, than what ſhe 
fancies my intereſt. But what is 
wealth, what are all the diſtinctions 
this world can beſtow, if not ſhared 
with the woman I adore, George, 
I am miſerable ; tell me, adviſe me, 


bur remember, no power on earth 


ſhall 


ſhall ever change my purpoſe: fo 
write accordingly. Let me have 
the real diftates of your heart ; 
and they, I am certain, will never 
adviſe me to give up every hope of 


{ i 


happineſs. 
1300-60 M e cw Sie 
BELLMONT., 
MRS 
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: A LA 81 my dear Harriot, what 


cauſe have we to regret our meeting 
with this too engaging couſin of 
our's? Poor Maria ! I cannot ex- 


preſs whot I feel on her account ; 
nor can I ſee Bellmont's diſtreſs 
without emotions --- Heaven only 
| knows what will be the conſe- 


quences of this ill- fated attachment. 
To hope for the conſent of Lord 
Bellmont would be the height of 


folly; and to marry without it, 
alas ! 


699 


alas! no leſs ſo. Vet at fome 
moments I tremble, leſt his elo- 
quence ſhould prevail on the dear 
girl to take a ſtep they would both, 
I fear, have cauſe to repent. At 
preſent, ſo far from liſtening to any 
propoſals of that nature, though 
urged with all the fervor of the moſt 
paſſionate lover, ſhe, with a ſteadi- 
neſs, a perſeverenet, I really did not 
think her capable of, intreats him to 

give up every hope of that nature, to 
leave her, and by his abſence enable 

both him and herſelf to regain their 
former tranquillity : this 1 have re- 

peatedly heard her, with every mark 

of ſincerity, urge him to. But, alas ! 5 
[ much fear her heart ſpeaks a dif- 
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ferent language. In vain is all we 
can ſay, in vain the thoufand ob- 
ſtacles that preſent themſelves; he 
{wears no power on earth ſhall 


make him give up the hopes of 
calling her his, ſince blefle@:with | 
the knowledge that he is not wholly 
indifferent to her. We have / every: 
reaſon to believe the repbrt of the 
intended alliance, witt-aJſtdy choſen 
for him, by Lord Bellmont, tis 
talked, of publicly, and this, no 
doubt, confiderably adds to his diſ- 
 treſs;,he. has not yèt had courage 
to mention it to us, nor have we, 
you may believe, touched upon the 
ſubject, .tothim. -/ In ſhorts; my- dear 
Halfigt, tremble! at the- thoughts 
13 n . 40 of 


(6711) 
cf this affair coming to the know- 
ledge of our unkind grandfather, 
and the diſcovery cannot be far 
diſtant. William is here perpe- 
tually, in ſpite of all the advice 


we gave him to act with more cir- 


cumſpection; he cares not, nay de- 
clares he withes him informed. of 
every thing; he ſhould! then be re- 
lieved from bis preſent ſtate of 
miſery, he ſhould know the worſt, 
would Maria but * to give 


him her hand, he would look with 


indifference on all the injury their 


utmoſt diſpleaſure could do him; 
he had an independent fortune: ſuffi- 


cient, he aid, to content to hearts 
attached as their's were, nor would 
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( 
it, on his own account, give him a 
moment's pain, to be deprived of 
every addition they could make to 
it, | It is eaſy talking, Harriot, but 
who can aſſure us that a day may 
not come, when he may look back 
with regret to the loſs of thoſe large 
poſſeſſions, he now feels it ſo eaſy to 
deſpiſe. Alas ! my dear, have not 
all the mortifications we have met 
with in life, proceeded from a cir- 
cumſtance of the ſame nature? the 
inſtance is too recent, not to make 
us dread following the example. 
Never, never, will J conſent to it. 
In vain I perpetually beg him to 
have patience; that time may work 


ſome happy change at preſent un- 
ae 


( 173 ) 
looked for, a few years may put it 
in his power to act agreeable to his 


inclinatidns ; Lord Bellmont cannot 


live for ever, —=©* Ah! you know,” 


he cries, wihe emotions that actually 


terrify me, © you know not how 
I am ſituated, there is no time to 
loſe, every moment is precious; 


nothing, nothing but the hand of 


my adored Maria, can ſave me from 
diſtraction.” , 


What a Aitreſiog ſituation is 


our's, my dear Harriot ! would to 
Heaven, as I ſaid before, we had 
never met with this amiable young 
man; he really diſtreſſes us all 
more than I can expreſs, nor can 
| Hy I look 
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WU, 
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r 
I look forward with the ſmalleſt 
hopes of ſeeing a happy end to their 
miſery. 

But for the engaging tenderneſs 
of my charming Henry, this affair 
would abſolutely deſtroy my peace, 
but he is ever kind, ever affectionate: 
unluckily my brother's leave of ab- 
ſence is expired, he was obliged to 
Join his regiment laſt week, nor can 
we hope for his company again, un- 
leſs for à few days at a time, till 
next ſummer. Heaven only knows 
what troubles we may be engaged 
in before that. Farewel ! I muſt 
now go and conſole my poor Maria, 
whoſe natural chearfulneſs, is al- 


moſt 
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moſt overcome by her n 
ſituation. 311% auorn 
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Th ſtorm I dreaded, ow laſt 
overtaken me, my dear George; 
Lord Bellmont is informed of every 
thing.“ J was, however, prepared 
for it, well-knowing, there are not 
His. wanting 


*1 £© 236 ) 
wanting in this curſed town, a 
tribe of infamous tatlers, whoſe de- 
light conſiſts in running from houſe 
to houſe, propagating a thouſand 
falſhoods; but I thank them, they 
| have ſaved me the trouble of an 
ecclairciſſement, which, I confeſs, 
I was not very-eager to engage in: 
vet, it muſt have been done, for 
without it, my adored Maria had 
poſitively aſſured me, ſhe would no 
longer ſuffer my aſſiduities; nay, 
ſo cruelly ( juſt perhaps) was the 
dear angel, ' that when at her feet, ; 
1 implored her not to drive me to 
deſpair, by longer refuſing to bleſs 
me with her hand, ſhe vowed rather 
than do me ſo irreparable an injury. 
| ſhe 


Cap) 


ſhe would, herſelf, acquaint my 


Lord with the whole affair. 

I had diſcontinued my viſits from 
the day he ſo peremptorily ordered 
me to ſet off for Devonſhire, as my 
preſence could only ſerve to irritate 
him, determined, as I was, not to 


obey his commands m that particu- 


lar. A fortnight paſſed, during 
which I heard nathing from him : : 
every hour I could gain admittance 
to the beloved of my foul, 1 paſſed 
at her feet; ſaid all that man could 
fay. to ſoften her heart, to change 
her cruel determination, but, as I 


was ſaying, in van. At laſt 


comes a note from his Lordſhip, de- 
ſiring my immediate attendance in 
4 Groſ- 


© 79 
Grofvenor Square - there was no 
refuſing; - away I went: but to 
give you an idea of what followed, 
is impoſſible. I wiſhed to keep my 
temper I heard a; thouſand re- 
proaches, unmoved; till my Maria, 
my angelic-Maria's name was men- 
tioned with indignity, her brave fa- 
thats brother, ſiſter - all, all poke 
not 4 "Fane egg : I an eve, | 
loſt that command of myſelf I had 
| hitherto with difficulty preſerved ; | 
and plainly. told him they were an 
honour to his name, that they were 
all formed, both by nature and educa- 
tion, to adorn a much higher rank, 
than even he had it in his power to 
raiſe 


— 


1 ( 39 3 
raiſe them to; that they had ſpirit 
enough to- bear the vite, inhuman, 
unmerited treatment they, and their 
wotthy father had f met with from 
him, with that contempt and in- 
difference it deſerved: that fo far 
from wiſhing to draw me in, as his 
Lordſhip moſt indelicately, moſt in- 
juriouſly inſinuated, I had for many 
months been uſing every poſſible 
endeavour to prevail on her to give 
me her hand, without acquainting 
him with it, but all to no purpoſe. [ 
Confeſſed if ſhe: ſilt refuſed me, 
my reſolution was unalterably fixed; 
to. remain ſingle for life. As to 
Lady Ann Beſville, 2 had nothing” 
to raproteh: myſelł with, had never 
e pre- 


T&F 

paid her more attention, than ſhe was 
entitled to as a common acquain- 
tance ; What engagements his Lord. 
ſhip might have entered into with 
her, or her family, was his own 
affair, and he was the beſt judge 
how to free himſelf from them. 
In ſhort he ſtormed - raved - and 
{wore if 1 perſiſted in my madneſs, 
he would leave every ſhilling he was 
worth to the firſt beggar. he met, 

rather than I ſhould enjoy a ſix- 
pence of it, — I replied, he was. 
at liberty to beſtow his fortune on 
whom he thought proper ; but 
could not be perſuaded he had any 
right to diſpoſe of my heart and 
affections. And thus, George, 


We 


6 ) 
we parted. This, however, is but a 
faint ſketch of the ſcene; it may 
nevertheleſs ſuffice to ſhew you my | 
preſent hopeful ſituation. - 

My amiable Maria is inconfolable 
for the trouble ſhe has innocently 
brought upon me, and with the 
ſweeteſt eloquence, begs me to give 

up a purſuit that ever muſt be 
fruitleſs; that I will, as I value her 
peace, make this ſacrifice ; that F 
will endeavour to reconcile myſelf: 
to his Lordſhip o the terms he re- 
quires; aſſures me I ſhall ever re- 
tain the firſt place in her friendſhip, 
but every ſentiment of a more tender 
nature muſt abſolutely be forgot. 
[ cannot, deſperate as are my hopes, 
* prevail 
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1 C r 1 
pr evail u pon myſel fto give the mup; 
I have not a doubt of her affection, 
every look, every word ſhe utters, 


confirms that delightful circum:- 


ſtance even 'at the moment the is 
moſt earneſt with me to reſign her. 
Can I then obey, my dear George ? 
Ah! no —rather let me, by my con- 
ſtancy, my unremitted perſeverance, 


endeavour to prevail on her to bleſs 


with her, a very moderate com- 


petence would render me the hap- 
pieſt of mortals --- this I am. ſtill 
maſter of; and this, I will yet 


hope, ſhe will e hate 
TN 1E od with 


— 1 2 | 5 «& 


me. Without her, I can look for 
nothing but wretchedneſs ; and 


( by ) 

with me, rather than doom me to 
everlaſting deſp air. 

| Your's, 


1 ib LM 0 N T. 


H A I [7:0 I © V7 
1 MUST fly, my dear Harriot, my 
only ſafety is in flight. Im not 
able to withſtand the foft eloquence 
of this too engaging Bellmont: 12 
I ſtay, I tremble leſt” my  fovliſh* 
heart ſhould betray me into a weak- 
neſs 


0 184 ) 
neſs my better judgment muſt for. 
ever condemn. My kind Charlotte 
tells me ſhe has given you all the 
particulars of his quarrel with Lord 
Bellmont.  Harriot, I know not 
what to do with him, my heart 
bleeds when I behold his afflictions. 
Alas ! are' not my own more than 
fufficient, without being a perpe- 
tual witneſs. to his W 1 
cannot, dare not ſtand it; - never, 
though I confeſs he is dearer to me 
than life, never will I conſent to 
give him my hand, unleſs with the 
approbation of Lord Bellmont : no, 
Harriot, I will, at the expence of 


. my own happineſs, convince this 
haughty Lord, that I am not the 
de- 


© 
'3 

8 . - 
. 


ol 
K v5 
deſigning, the mean ſpirited being, 
he affects to believe me; he ſhall 
ſce, 1 have a degree of pride in my 
nature, that will ever, I truſt, pre- 
ſerre me from meriting the con- 
tempt with which he thinks proper 
ta treat me: this is my unalterable 


reſolution. 5 

Vet I dare not ſo far rely upon my 
fortitude, as longer to truſt myſelf 
in the preſence of my injured, my 
engaging lover. e eee 

Alas]! my weak heart is but toe 
deeply Tenfible of his numberleſs 
perfections! with what tranſports 
would I fly with him to the fartheſt 
corner of the earth; and with rap- 
ture, with ſweet content, ſhare with | 

: him 


G 
him every danger, even poverty it- 
ſelf, were. I to conſult only my own 
happineſs; for any ſituation; how. 
ever humble, would be happineſs 
with him. But can I, can a love 
fervent, delicate as mine, ſo far for- 
get his intereſt ? Oh, no ! let me fly 
then from this temptation, leſt in an 
unguarded moment 1. forget: what 
is due to him, to myſelf, and to my 
family: enough. have we already 
| ſuffered by an act of diſobedience; 
let it not be ſald- I inherit it from 
the beſt, the moſt reſpectable 
thers. With you, my Hartiot, 1 
mean for ſome time to take up,;my 
reſiden Ce 5 X pe & me, then 3 ſome 
day next Week. My loved Belmont 

| mmuſt 


Cy 3 
muſt not be acquainted with the 
place of my retirement : Heavens ! 
how I feel for the agonies his valu- 
able heart will be torn with, when 
convinced I have bid him a laſt 
adieu. Oh! forbid it, Heaven, that 
it ſhould indeed be a laſt ! --- No! I 


will endeavour. to hope, a time may 


yet come, when we may meet again 
to part no more. Could I but in- 
ſpire him with this conſolatory hope, 
he might poſſibly be prevailed upon 
to conſent to this painful, though 
neceſſary ſeparation» but | know the 


impetuoſity of his temper too well; 


I dare not propoſe it. I muſt leave 


him, then; his intereſt, and my own 
piide, demand this ſacrifice, Char- 
| lotte 


( 188 9 8 
lotte is ſhocked at the thoughts of 
muy taking this journey alone; her 
amiable Marchmont infiſted on ac. 
companying me, till J convinced 
them of the impropriety of his kind 
requeſt : by going alone, you are 
ſenſible it will be much afier to 


leave town undiſcovered ; and as I | 


can, by loſing no time on the road, 
get to your houſe pretty early in the 

evening, I ſee no danger in the un- 
dertaking. We no longer hve in the 
days of knight-errantry, when a 
damſel could not venture the length 
of her arm without being ſnapped 
up by ſome giant or other monſter, 
In ſhort, my dear, I ſhall truſt to 
Providence, and hope to embrace 
E 3 you 


(189) 


you and your worthy mother, in 
health and ſafety, about the time I 
mentioned. Would to Heaven, my 


fears were all I had to torment me ! 
how fortunate ſhould I think my- 


ſelf! Adieu. 


Ever your's, 
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I AM uneaſy beyond expreſſion, 


my dear Harriot: what can be the 


meaning I have neither heard from 


our loved Maria nor you ſince ſhe 
left us? I am perſuaded the dear 


creature is ill, or has met with ſome 


accident during her journey, which 


puts it out of her power to write. 


I am terrified to death, — perhaps a 
fever may be the conſequence of the 
violent agitation of ſpirits ſhe was 
in when ſhe ſet out: that you, Har: 

3 | 1.” 


18 


L- 


( 


riot, that you, my dear, ſhould al- 


low us to ſuffer this painful ſuſpence, 


cannot account for-; 'tis ſo unlike 


my ever kind friend. Alas! we 
have trouble' enopgh' nete without 
theſetormenting apprehenſtons; you 
know not what we ſuffer; Belmont 
is diſtracted; accuſes us of cruelty, 


of injuſtice;'—= is? certain we have 


robbed him of his angel. miſtreſs; 
inſiſts, with an impetuoſity that ab- 
olutely makes me tremble, to know | 


where we have conveyed her; — 


fears to be revenged of us, of the 


whole world if we do not diſcover 
the place of her retreat: then, when 
exhauſted by theſe violent emotions, 
he implofes, he beſekches with tears 
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092) 
eloquence, to have pity on his ſuf- 


ferings. | In ſhort, my dear Harriot, 


we know not what courſe to follow; 
at ſome moments Iam weak enough 
to repent the ſtep ſhe has taken, and 
am on the point of betraying her ſe · 


cret; but would this be generous 


without the dear creature's permiſ· 
ſion For Heaven's ſake write to 
us; remove our painful -apprehen» 
ſions on her account: that ſhe is 
ill, I have not the ſmalleſt doubt. 
What elſe on earth could have oc- 


caſioned her Glence ! I know it well; 
but that you ſhould be negligent, 


that you ſhould ſuffer us toendure the 


torments of ſuf; Tence, which you 
could 


( 193 ) 
could not but know we ſhould ſuf- 
fer, is, as I obſerved before, perfe&- 
ly incomprehenſible. Forgive me, 
my love, if I write with too much 
ſeverity ; indeed you know not how 
my heart 1s torn at this moment by 


put yourſelf 


a thouſand fears : 


_ 


in my place, and then ſay, have I 
not tco juſt cauſe to be alarmed. --- 
Tell her, O, tell her, if ſhe is in a 
ſituation to bear the intereſting ſub- 
ject, that J really believe we ſhall 
be obliged to inform Belmont where 
| the is: he is abſolutely ungovern- 
able ; I dread to think what deſpair 
may urge him to; he cannot but 
know we are in the ſecret. Think, 
then, what I am compelled to bear 
Vol. I. 1 from 


* 3 
from his reſentment : I muſt endea- 
vour to ſhun him till I get your an- 
ſwer ; and then, I. again repeat, I 
am of opinion we muſt acquaint 
him where the dear creature is. --- 
Tell her what I fay, tell her my 
Henry alſo adviſes it ; but at the 
ſame time aſſure her, ſhe has no- 
thing to fear; we. will do nothing 
till we have her permiſſion ; for pi- 
ty's ſake, loſe not a moment. Say 
but ſhe 1s well, and I ſpare all apo- 
logies for your neglect; one line 
will ſuffice for this: diſpatch that, 


and write more fully afterwards. 


Adieu. 


C. M, | 


HARRIOT 


VCC 
1 0 


MRS. MARCH MONT. 


Your letter has diſtracted me; 
| know not what I write : --- Good 
God! how can I! ah, how can J 
prevail upon myſelf to break your 
heart! --- Charlotte — my Henry ! 
Ah! would to Heaven I had been 
negligent ! that my only taſk now 
were to fill a volume with apologies, 
--- eaſy, delightful would it be, com- 
pared to what I have now to write : 
my tears blind me; but 1 muſt, 1 
muſt inform you of the heart-hreak- 

I 2 ing 
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from his reſentment : I muſt endea- 
vour to ſhun him till I get your an- 
iwer ; and then, I again repeat, ] 
am of opinion we muſt acquaint 
him' where the dear creature 18, === 
Tell her what I ſay, tell her my 
Henry alſo adviſes it; but at the 
ſame time aſſure her, ſhe has no- 
thing to fear; we will do nothing 
till we have her permiſſion; for pi- 
ty's ſake, loſe not a moment. Say 
but ſhe is well, and I ſpare all apo - 
logies for your, neglect; one line 
will ſuffice for this: diſpatch that, 
and write more fully afterwards. 


Adieu. 


C. M. 


HARRIOT 


MRS. MARC HMO Nr. 


Y 0UR letter has diſtracted me; 
I know not what I write: Good. 
God! how can I! ah, how can 1 
prevail upon myſelf to break your 
heart! Charlotte --- my Henry! 
Ah! would to Heaven I had been 
negligent ! that my only taſk now 
were to fill a volume with apologies, 
--- eaſy, delightful would it be, com- 
pared to what I have now to write : 
my tears blind me; but 1 muſt, I 
mult inform you of the heart-hreak- 
I 2 _—_ - 


( 196 ) 
ing truth ! --- Our angel Maria is not 
with us; with anxious impatience 
have I been expecting her for ſeveral 
days; but little, ah, little did 1 
dream ſhe had left London! This, 
my ſiſter, my brother, is all the in- 
formation I can give you; and free- 
17 would 1 give all I am worth to 
have been ſpared the agonizing taſk, 
Now, in my turn, let me implore 
you to write to me; I need not add 
I am miſerable : words would but 
ill expreſs the affliction I am in, 
and ſhall continue in till aſſured my 
deſerving noble minded friend is ſafe 
ly reſtored to you. Farewel. 
RS: Your's, 


| MRS 


( 197 ) 


— 


MR s. MARC HM ON T 


T & 


H A R R I O T. 


O, Harriot ! --- my dear Harriot ! 
to what a ſtate of vrretchedneſs has 
your heart-breaking intelligence re- 
duced us! Never, never hal! 7 
forgive myſelf for ſuffering tl 
creature to go alone! we are avic- 
 lutely diſtracted, nor know what 


courſe to take: where, ah, where 


can ſhe be, ſo ſhort a journey | Had 
it been neceſſary to be a night on 


the road, but it was not! — We 


had not a doubt of her reaching 


1 Woodley 


— — 


. - 
d 
i | 
N 5 
f Y 
, 
# 
i) 
* 
5 * 
7 7 
1 dy \ 
'; 30 
> 4 
3 
bi r 
3 * 
* 
P 
' 
7e 
5 
1 
. . 5 
. 
* 
+1 
he 2. 2 
A. 
PC 
= 
4.53 
i 
4 "= 
18 
2: « 
$+ 1 
Ft 
4 
A 
"I's 
"oF 
. . 
* ” 
14 5 
Is | * 
* . 
2 % 
: » 
1 
4 N 
1 ; 
AE 
7 
41 
1X 
ny 
1 * 
* PF 
14 #. 
hk 
* 1 
FW 
899 
; $- it 
e 
#1 F1 
1 154 
b 
7 * 
jt! 
F! 
* 7 
1 i, 
1 
0 x 


— 1 — = 
.... —ꝓ—ꝗ) —2— 
— . I —— 
5 — — PC . * 
k gh : * 2 
Ef > EY * r 
. * 2 * ; 
EJ * 
Ih : — . 
* 


wat — 


— — 


ma 
2 


> "Os 


> ry - 
\ . = 

— 1 1 — 1 — 2 2 — . 

rr 5 1 x 
- L 9 2 — l * * 
. Son a ww” — Oe ha 4 . 2 * Os 2 b — 112 * * — a 

x = 2 — . 2 p 2 2 — 9% — x py — © "= a 
5 a> = ! A ISAS SS ERC in Sp. ALERTS. 201555 oy BOO . 
> « =; * 2 . « : 8 * JETT 2 
" K 4 — —— 3 $7 7. © 


2 
n Wr ** 
92 £275 
pe 2 


—— 


— 


yr T., 
2 


1 


3 


Ez Stern REA — 
» mY 2 
ey 
— e 


A Sy -__ — n 
1 5 — 2 . 
h 5 n 
—— 1 s ie + Pl 7 
* ——— 8 — 2 
- . 
o 


— 
— — ceo —,; 


— e r 
— — —— 
KK ͤ reno nn re DEE 2 a i 
— — _ — art — 


3 1 2 
G 
DC — — — 

. yy == 
ſ 


2 > 
8 222 
— — 

— 


„ 
Woodley early in the evening. I 


am in agonies no words can deſcribe! 


what, I fay, can have happened! 


where can ſhe be! why not write 
to us! this ſurely muſt be in her 


| power if ſtill alive. Alas, I know 


not what I ſay ! a thouſand acci- 
dents may have rendered the dear 
girl incapable of giving us this fatis- 
faction; yet of what nature, can 


it be poſtible that ſhe deceived' us, 


and meant to conceal the place of 


her retreat! This, though impro- 
bable, is the only idea that gives me 


ſome degree of conſolation: might 
ſhe not fear to truſt even us with the 
ſeeret, well knowing our regard for 
her engrging Belmont might poſ- 

000 | 1 7 


40 
ſibly induce us to betray it. Gladly 
would my tortured! heart catch at 
this ſhadow of hope; yet, where ! 
ah, to whom could ſhe go ! —— Ts 
aſtoniſhing how ..a. heart, tender, 


compaſſionate as her's ever was, 
could thus withſtand the ſolicita- 
tions of the man ſhe ſo truly loved, 
the man to whom ſhe was ſo firmly 
attached! but her noble, her com- 
mendable pride, got the better of 
every other conſideration. She, with 


a ſpirit even our cruel grandfather 
muſt applaud, rejected every propo- 
ſal he made, unleſs authorized by 
his conſent, How ought ſhe to be 
adored for this proof of her amazing 
fortitude ! but, alas! what avails it 
Tx if 
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(l ao 
W if any accident has befallen her; if 
| this conjecture ſhould prove ground- 
leſs! and, gladly as I would indulge 
the hope that it is not, my fears are 
ſtill ſtronger than my faith in it. 
L Nay, *tis impoſſible : the more I 
= conſider it, the more clearly I ſee 
j this cannot be the caſe ; for were it 
ſo, ſtill the might have relieved us 
1o far, as to let us know ſhe was 
ſafe, though the told us not where. 
I need not tell you, as you will na- 
turally ſuppoſe, we are making eve- 
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ry pothble enquiry. We have ac- 
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quainted our dear Charles with the 
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fhocking ſtory, who will, no doubt, 
fet off for London immediately. --- 

'Good God ! how will he bear the 
© Ss dreadful 
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dreadful intelligence! I tremble at 
the thoughts of meeting! Ah, Har- 
riot! will he not blame us; will he 
not accuſe us of imprudence? alas, 
he need nat ! too ſeverely do we now 
accuſe ourſelves; but who could 
have foreſeen what has happened ? 
Belmont, -+- tis not in my power to 
give you an idea of his ſituation : 
he ſet off the moment we read your 
letter to him, like one diſtracted; 


nor have we ſince heard of him. 


J have wrote to the Mountagues, --- | 


but to what purpoſe ? there ſhe can- 
not be, fince ſhe could not hope ta 
be long concealed in the neighbour- 


hood of Roſe Hill. Should you, my 


Harriot, be ſo happy as to hear any 
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thing 'that can give us conſolation; 


but need I doubt, your Kkindneſs; 


forgive me; 1 know not what I 
write, what I do. 

May Heaven take compaſſion on 
our ſufferings; they are more than 
I am able to ſupport. 


Farewel. 
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GEORGE, I am undone ! Ma- 
ria, my loved, my adored Maria has 
left me; has left her family, ſhe 
flies me, ſhe leaves me to deſpair, 
though I know I poſleſs her heart. 
Have I not cauſe to curſe that pride, 
that ſavage pride of family, that has 
forced the moſt angelic of women 
to take a ſtep which muſt render 
both herſelf and the man ſhe ho- 

nours with her tendereſt affections, 


miſerable. O, may they ſoon, ve ry 
724 6 ſoon, 
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thing khat can give us conſolation ; 
--- but need I doubt your kindneſs; 
forgive me; I Enow not what I 
write, what I do. 

May Heaven take compaſſion on 
our ſufferings; they are more than 


I am able to ſupport. 
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WILLIAM BELLMONT, ESQ. 
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GEORGE, 1 am undone 5 Ma- 
ria, my loved, my adored Maria has 
left me; has left her family, ſhe 
flies me, ſhe leaves me to deſpair, 
though I know I poſſeſs her heart. 
Have I not cauſe to curſe that pride, 
that ſavage pride of family, that has 
forced the moſt angelic of women 
to take a ſtep which muſt render 
both herſelf and the man ſhe ho- 
nours with her tendereſt affections, 
miſerable. O, may they ſoon, very 

mw 7 120 


„ 
ſoon, meet the reward due to ſuch 
inhuman but I have no time 


to ſpare on fruitleſs wiſhes: re- 
morſe and ſhame will overtake them 
for their barbarous conduct; they 
cannot eſcape the vengeance of of- 
fended Heaven. I am not ignorant 
of my angel's motive; I know, and 
have from the moment ſhe was in- 
formed of my grandfather's unalter- 
able reſolution, his deep-rooted aver- 
ion to our union; ; I know, I ſay, 
her noble pride and ſpirit ſo well, 
that I have from that hour dreaded 
the effects of it. O, help me to 
eurſe the whole haughty tribe, my 
dear George! or, rather, for what 


avails my curſes, help me to find 


* | #65 
out where my charmer has conceal- 
ed herſelf. I am now convinced the 
Marchmonts cannot inform me ; ſhe 
has deceived them : they believed 
| ſhe was gone to a friend: they, till 
now, fancied themſelves in the ſe- 
cret. Meet me at Oxford, I ſhall 


be there immediately ; and let us 


ſearch every corner of the kingdom 
never, till I have found the beloved 
of my ſoul, will I take a moment's 
reſt ; and may peace of mind; to 
thoſe who have thus forced her from 
me, be ever a ſtranger to their ſavage 
breaſts! Do not fail, if you have a 
ſpark of affection for 

| | Your friend, 
W. B. 
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MRS. M A R C HM ON T 
To. 


Bo - A a 1 I 0 Fs 


TimkE long weeks 1 now 
elapſed, my dear Harriot, during 


which my brother, my Henry, 
and the diſtracted Bellmont, have | 
made every poſlible enquiry, but 
without ſucceſs : — judge what we 


ſuffer. I would have anſwered your 


laſt ſooner, but havebeen, and indeed 


ſtill am ſo much indiſpoſed, that I 


was not able to hold my pen : this 


you will ealHy believe, for the ſitua- 


tion we are in, and indeed the 
trouble 


C 19% 

trouble and anxiety we have have 
had for ſome months paſt, 15 more 
than I am able to ſupport. My 
ſpirits are ſo intirely depreſſed, that 
nothing I fear, will ever have power 
to reſtore them, unleſs Heaven, in 
pity to our diſtreſs, ſends us ſome 
tidings of our tenderly loved fugi- 
tive. 

My brother met Bellmont during 
his excurſion, a melancholy meeting 
it was, you may imagine; they 
ſettled the different routes they 
were to take, and then parted. 

Charles and Mr. Marchmont re- 
turned to town laſt night. My 


emotions on ſeeing them at the 
door, 1s not to be conceived. A 


thouſand 


( 208 ) 
thouſand hopes, a thouſand fears ſo 
entirely overcame me, that I fell 
lifeleſs on the ſopha, as they with 
countenances that too plainly told 
me their fearch had been! in vain, 


entered the apartment. J can 
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no longer write, my dear Harriot ; 
even this letter, ſhort as it 1s, has 


quite exhauſted me : and alas ! were 
I able to proceed, of what could 1 
Write but mifery! 
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Adieu. 
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MRS. MARCHMONT. 


TO 


x 4 1 LF a2 


READ! read the incloſed, my 
— What an 
unaccountable affair! But read, 


Harriot, and rejoice ! 


and join me in thanks to Heaven for 


the conſolation, you will find, it 


contains. 

Much yet remains to be told ; but 
our dear, lamented Maria aſſures us 
ſhe is well, is ſafe, and I am compara- 


tively happy. O, that I knew where 
to find the amiable Bellmont, that 
he might partake of our felicity. 
But 
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But I W you of the pleaſure [ 
wiſh to give you ---I keep you in ſuſ- 
pence when my pur poſe is to remove 
it. — Let me check the overflow- 


ing effuſions of my delighted heart, 


and allow you to gratify your's, by 


peruſing the dear girl's letter; tis 


actually from herſelf, and by the 
chearful manner in which ſhe 
writes, I will believe: ſhe is in no 


dangerous ſituation. 


THE LETTER INCLOSED. 


I HAVE ſtrange things to tell you, 


my Charlotte, but ſtranger ſtill, am 


not at Uberty to tell you all, though, 
as 


(r a 
as you ſee, miſtreſs of pen, ink, and 
paper. Too well do I know what 
you muſt have ſuffered on my ac- 
that knowledge is the 


count ; - 
greateſt affliction I have met with 
ſince I left you. 

Perhaps I have repented not fol- 
lowing a certain perſon's advice: 
yet, I think, I have acted right, I 
think I could not have followed it 
' wrchout ſubmitting to bear indigni- 
ties and contempt, at which my 
heart riſes with indignation. No, 
Charlotte, dear as that certain per- 
ſon is to me, I could not prevail 
upon myſelf to accept even his 
hand on ſuch mortifying terms ; 
| flattered myſelf time might hap- 

pily 
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pily remove all obſtacles to our 


wiſhes, and therefore meant to 
withdraw myſelf till that event 


ſhould take place, Thus do I juſti- 


fy the ſtep I have taken or rather 
meant to take; but a very different 


plan was laid, I find, from that! 
intended to put in execution. What 
it was, as. I ſaid before, I am not 
permitted to tell you, nor where I 
am. I am, however, by the indul- 
gence of thoſe I am with, allowed to 


aſſure you, Iam well, am treated 


with every poſſible kindnefs and at- 
tention : this I muſt in juſtice have 
acknowledged, were I not com- 
pelled to ſhew the contents of 
my letter before it goes to the poſt. 
5 la 


„ 
In ſpite of the reſtraint which 
is in this particular laid upon 
me, I will venture to aſſure you, 
1 ſhall find a means to return to 
you, my Charlotte, before it is 
long, depend upon it. My ſpirits, 


you will believe, have had a pretty 


ſevere trial, but, thank my ſtars, 
they have not wholly forſaken me; 
nor do I deſpair of being happy with 
the object of my affections, unleſs 


he ſhould chance to prove himſelf a 


perjured ſwain, and not wait with 


becoming patience his fair one's re- 


turn. a 
You ſee I am not unhappy, the 
ſtyle I write in, will plainly prove 
it; indeed the permiſſion I have 
| got 
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got to give you this account of my- 
ſelf, is the beſt cordial they could 
beſtow upon me, it has revived me 
more than any thing on earth could 
have done, except being the bearer 
of this news myſelf. But let us 
have patience, I am alive, well, 
and conſidering all things, won- 
derfully content ; they ſhall find — 
no matter who the back is fitted 
to the burthen, as our honeſt nurie 
uſed to ſay. And it may be my 
turn next, to exhibit my talents 
for — but I muſt conform to the 
preſcribed conditions, leſt an em- 
bargo ſhould be laid on my epiſtle. 
When the dear party in Herley- 
ſtreet have rejoiced over it, as well [ 
know 


. 
know they will rejoice, ſend it to my 
| Harriot, that her affectionate heart 
may partake in your felicity ; and 
if the aforeſaid perſon happens to 
be one of the party, let him too 
have a peep at it; for I ſhould be 
mortified more than you need tell 
him, did 1 not believe, he required 
this conſolation as much as any one 
of the dear ſociety. 

This, my dear ſiſter, muſt ſuffice 
at preſent ; but I truſt I have intereſt 
enough here, to get leave to write 
again, perhaps too, more particu- 
larly. I deſpair of nothing, be com- 
forted then, my. love, nor ſuffer 
another moment of anxiety on my 
account, to pain your affectionate | 
FR | -_ heart 
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hearts. Depend upon it, though 1 
am at preſent compelled to play a 
part rather more in the romantic 
ſtyle, than 1 have any great taſte 
for, I ſhall ſoon find means to lay 
it aſide, and return to you all, in 

a character more adapted to my ge- 
nius. Heaven bleſs you all, prays 


Your 


MARIA. 


Now, Harriot, having read the 
dear creature's letter, tell my what 
you think of her ſituation. Is it 
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not a ſtrange, a moſt unaccountable 
affair? And is it not aſtoniſhing to 
find her able to write with ſo much 


eaſe, ſuch apparent chearfulneſs --- 


apparent, I ſay, Harriot, for I can- 
not believe ſhe is really ſo much 
at her eaſe as ſhe would kindly per- 
ſuade us; 'tis utterly. impoſſible. 
This, however, we may credit, that 
ſhe only has confinement to bear; 
did ſhe meet with any degree of 
ſeverity, any other diſreſpect, tis 
not in nature ſhe could even affect 
theſe ſpirits. But by whom is ſhe 
confined, and where can ſhe be, we 


can form no conjecture by her letter; 


it has evidently come under cover 


to ſomebody, for it has no poſt- 
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mark of any kind. Can ĩt be, think 
you, that the cruel Lord Bellmont 
has ſpirited the dear girl away, to 
prevent her union with.our couſin ? 
This never once occurred to any of 
us, till after reading her letter; 
the thing is certainly poſſible, nay, 
more probable than any other idea 
we can form. Vet if his Lordſhip 
made the enquiries into her con- 
duct, it would from the intereſt he 
takes in it, be natural to ſuppoſe he 
would do, he muſt have learned 
' ſhe had poſitively rejected him. To 
tax him with this: ungenerous . ac- 


tion, we are of opinion, could an- 
ſwer no purpoſe, ſince he could of 
courſe deny having any hand in it, 

unleſs | 


6219) 
unlefs we could bring more incon- 
teſtible proofs than- merely our ſuſ- 
picions, which, in fact, is all we 
can produce at preſent 3 nor are 
they, by any means ſufficient even 
to- convince ourſelves. Tis a moſt 
tormenting ſuſpence, my dear Har- 
riot, nor does it appear it can be re- 
moved by any mortal but herſelf. 
We muſt have patience then, and 
conſole ourſelves with the aſſu- 
rances ſhe gives us, of her health 
and ſafety. Ah! what would we 
have given a few days ago, for even 


this conſolation. My greateſt diſ- 


treſs now is, that we know not where 


to find the miſerable Bellmont ; 
could we but get this delightful in- 


an” — 
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relligence c conveyed to him, I ſhould 
be tolerably eaſy ; but we have no 


| gueſs to what part of the country 


he is gone. 


Gladly would I believe the dear | 


girl's predictions, that all may yet 

do well; — but alas ! what pro- 

ſpect is there of it at preſent ? 
Farewel, Harriot ; her next may 


poſlibly clear up this perplexing 
affair. — Say all that's affectionate 


for us, to our dear mother; ; and 


believe me, 


Sincerely your's, 


a2 - ** 9 4 1 
: 1 * 
* * * 1 11 
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THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


CERN yeſterday received a 


few lines from the inconſolable- | 


Bellmont, anxiouſly enquiring if we 


| had yet heard any tidings of his 
Maria; and telling us all his endea- 
vours had hitherto been fruitleſs: 


but declaring his future life ſhould : 


be ſpent in the fearch of his be- 
loved, ſince it was impoſſible for 


him to enjoy one moment's peace 
till ſhe was reſtored to him. 1 will 
aſk Charles for his billet, and incloſe 


it in this, 'that you may ſee with 
what feeling, with what warmth 
K 3 he 
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he writes - happily we now know 
where to direct to him; and my 
brother is at this moment giving 
him all the conſolation in his power, 
beſides ſending the dear creature s 
own letter. | 

I ſincerely hope the conjecture 1 
mentioned to you may not occur to 
him, to Bellmont, 1 mean; for he 
will not have fo much command of 
himſelf, 1 am certain, as we have 
had: I dread the thoughts of what 
might follow, were he to accuſe his 
Lordſhip of having a hand in this 
affair, If he really has, and finds 
we are likely to diſcover the com 
of her confinement, he will no 

a a1: . 


( 223 ) 
doubt uſe other means to conceal 
her from us; ſo that on every ac- 
count it would be the higheſt im- 
prudence to acquaint him with our 
| ſuſpicions, till we know more of the 
matter. However, I have charged 
my brother to beg he will inſtantly 
come to town ; and I think what- 
ever he may conclude from the in- 
formation we ſend him, he will 
come to us before he goes any 
where elſe; and we may then adviſe 
him to act with caution. 

Charles is again obliged to leave us. 
I am miſtaken if he too, has not an 
attachment of the heart, that makes 
him in ſo much haſte to return, I 


K 4 hinted 
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hinted as much to him this morn- 
ing. but he evaded my queſtion 
Wich a ſmile, which confirmed my 
ſuſpicion. Heaven forbid it ſhould 
prove ſo unfortunate as that of our 

amiable ſiſter, Adieu! my dear 
Harriot. e e 


» 


- 


Believe me ever your's, 


C. NM. 


MARIA. 


M ͤ 1 1 
MRS. M ARAC HM ON r. 


AT length, my. beloved ſiſter, E 
have it in my power to give vou all 
the particulars of an event, that I 
doubt not, has coſt you many tears; 
for well do I know the tenderneſs of 
your affectionate heart. 1 hope, 
however, the few lines: vou would 
receive from me ſome time ago, 
would relieve vou from much of the 
painful anxiety you muſt have ſuf- 
fered on my account: happy 1 was * 
K 5 vou 


1 
you may believe, in getting per- 
miſſion to give you that conſolation. 

I have mueh to tell you, not only 
of what is paſt, but of what is to 
come: this laſt, may perhaps, ſur- 
prize you, but 1 have profited by 
the plotting example ſet me; and 
now mean to plot in my turn: but 
let me proceed with ſome degree of 
method; if 1 can, rhough to fay 
truth, that is not my forte; how- 
ever, for your ſatisfaction, my dear 
Charlotte, 1 will try what J can do. 
So here begins my adventures. 

I left Harley- ſtreet, you know, 
my dear, with a heavy heart, but 
ſupported my ſpirits the beft way 
1 could, by W Ewas doing 


what 


( 227 ) 

what prudence, honour, and the i 11s 
tereſt of the man I loved tequized-; 
thoſe at leaſt, were the motives 
which induced me to bid you for a 
time, adieu. 

I had not proceeded above ten 
miles on my journey to Woodley, 
when my chaiſe was ſtopped by a 
man on horſe- back; I at firſt con- 
cluded he would demand my purſe, 


and though rather ſurpriſed at meet - 


ing one of his profeſſion at ſo early 


an hour, was preparing to give it 
him. When he obſerved my miſ- 


take, with much civility told me, 


I had nothing of that kind to appre- | 
hend, was: forry the buſineſs he wag 
enttuſted with, was fuch, as he 


K 6 feared, 
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feired,; would be no leſs diſagreeable 
to me; FEE added, I'might depend 
on being treated with the utmoſt 
reſpect. 
You may believe this addreſs 
| ſtartled me not a little ; I was going 
to alk his meaning, when he inter- 
rupting me; do not be alarmed, Ma- 
dam, continued he, I give you my 
word, no other injury is intended 
you, than for a while, to detain 
you fram your family; this will 
no doubt appear very extraordinary, 
but I will explain the motives: for 
taking a ſtep of this nature, when 
you are more compoſed; as a proof 
that you have nothing farther to 


errebeud, I am accompanied by 
a — 


(29) 
a perſon of your own ſex, who has 
orders to ſhew you every poſſible 
attention during your journey: I 
muſt now intreat you, Madam, to 
quit this carriage, and accept 2 
place in her'ss. | ; 

I was ſo thunderſtruek with what 
I had heard, that I had not power 
to interrupt him, and he might have 
talked on for hours, had he not 
offered me his hand to help me out 
from the chaiſe ; this again made 
me ſtart, and drawing back, I aſked 
by whoſe authority he preſumed to 
ſtop me; aſſuring him, I was by no 
means diſpoſed to obey thoſe orders 
he pretended to execute, nor would, / 
unleſs — forced to it, which 
I hoped 
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e would be no leſs — 
to me; but added, I might depend 
on being treated with the utmoſt 


7 


You may believe this addreſs 
ſtartled me not a little ; I was going 
to afk his meaning, when he inter- 
rupting me; do not be alarmed, Ma- 

dam, continued he, I give you my 
word, no other injury is intended 
you, than for a while, to detain 
you fram your family; this will 
no doubt appear very. extraordinary, 
but I will explain the motives. for 
taking a ſtep of this nature, when 
you are more compoſed ; as a proof 
that you have nothing farther to 
3 Jam accompanied by 
a perſon 


20 3. 


i Ba your own ſex, who nab 
orders to ſhew- you! every poffible 
attention during your journey: I 


muſt now intreat vou, Madam, to 


quit this e and acveßt 2 


* 
7 
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I was fo need iid what 


J had heard, that I had not power 
m, and he might have 


to interrupt h 


talked on for hours, had he not 


offered me his hand to help me out 
from the chaiſe; this again made 
me ſtart, and drawing back, I aſked” 


ſtop me; aſſuring him, I was by no 


means diſpoſed to obey thoſe orders 

he pretended to execute, nor would, 

unleſs abſolutely forced to it; which! 
5 | I hoped 
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+ hopes, he did mot: mean to do: I 
no called to my poſtillion, to drive 
on, but, alas! this, you may ſup- 
poſe, had little effect; the man 
bid him ſtir at his peril: and then 
turning to me, let me, for your 
own ſake, Madam, prevail upon 
vou to compoſe yourſelf, to baniſh 
your fears, and yield to what is re- 
quired, without compelling me to 
uſe that force you mention; I dare 
not return without executing the 
orders I have received, and that you 
may no longer heſitate, know, that 
Lact by the authority of Lord Bell- 
mont.“ - Lord Bellmont, ex 
claimed 1, with a look of aſtoniſh- 
ment - hana 4 Leomprehend you. 
Very 


« 23195 

Very well, Sir; 1 am enüble any 
aetigf tance will be in vain. 

0 4 be h av 10U r, in his Lordſhip, 
does x not in the leaſt ſurprize me; I 
know well what he is capable of. 
A time may yet come, when he may 
view this affair in the light it de- 
ſerves;; but I am ready to attend 
you, Sir; I neyer gave him offence, 
and therefore cannot believe him 
ſuch a monſter, as to mean me any 
farther injury than * _ men- 

tioned. 


1 wiſhed to wh per a fow yy 
to the poſtillion „hoping, by his 
means, to convey to you a know» 
ledge of what had happened, but 
in wan; he no doubt gueſſed my 

111. deſign, 
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I was led to che biber 1 carriage 
more dead than alive, where I had 
no ſooner taken my ſeat, than it 
drove off like lightnin 8 1 now, 
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eee and had the whole 6 time ta- 
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in ſpite of the deſire I had to treat 
the affair with an air of KH. 
and indifference, burſt i into tears. — 


; The woman, with great kindnefs, 
endeavoured to ſoothe me; declarin g 
| ſolemnly the gentleman had told me 
the truth ; that they had orders to 

treat me with reſpect, and were both | 
perfectly diſpoſed to obey ;- 

ſured me that part of their commiſ- 

_ was by far the moſt pleaſing to 


af- 


| 12 . | | them; 


1 * 
them; J "that they had with reluc- 


tance vinderiakeh the buſineſs ; but 


ſince they had engaged i in it, I might 
depend o on their rendering it as litrle 
painful to me as poſſible. Lig And 
pray, friend, 1 faid I, when able to 
ſpeak, © where am Igoing; to what 
priſon has this noble minded lord of 


yours com manded you to convey. 


me?“ —c Ah, Madam ! d not 


ock me by ſuch a queſtion,” re- 


plied my companion, W Heaven for- 
bid ] mould be conveyin g fo fweet a 
young lady to any ſuch place : 1 
make no doubt but you already gueſs 
his lordſhip” * reaſons for acting in 
this manner; 1 do not attempt to 


 Joſtify it, far from it; but 1 am 
bound 


WA ey EL A — ro Þ n n * 58 . | 
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bound to obey.” am very indif, 
ferent about } his motives," ' replied I; * 
*alll, aſk is where am I going ? — 
She. ſeemed. exceedingly unwilling 
to gratify my curioſity; but finding 
nothing elſe would ſatisfy me, at 
laſt told me ſhe had orders to con- 
duet me to, a convent near Paris, — 


66 A convent ! * cried I, 1n the great- 
eft conſternation, «a convent and 
am 1 then an object of ſuch vaſt im- 
portance, that he thinks it worth 


while to-take all this trouble! Ah, 
little does he know he might have 
ſpared it all ! but be it ſo. Let us 


proceed, —1 have no more to ſay 


— be has thus far ſucceeded i in 


his generous purpoſe; ; time will ſhow 
whether 


ws * 


—_— 7 
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whether it wall anſwer his expentan 


tions. 


We drove on at a great nate, rill 
we reached the i inn where we were 
to change horſes, and if I pleaſed, 


dine. I made no objections ; by this 
I was fully determined to give no 


farther interruption to their deſign, 
So far had I got the better of my firſt 
ſhock, that I actually eat the wing 
of FE fowl with tolerable appetite, 
and drank a; glaſs or two of wine. 
The poor woman, appeared quite de; 
lighted-: : the gentleman, . as, the cal» 
led him, did not preſume to makes 


his appearance in the apartment I 


was ſhown into. This led me to 


atk who he Has or what employ- 
ment 
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ment he had at my Lord's. She re. 
— he was his lor dſhip's gentle- 


fing I ſhould, in the courſe of our 
travels find out that matter, did not 
aſk the queſtion. | In ſhort, my dear 

ſiſter, we arrived at Canterbury, 
flept there that night, and the next 

day embarked at Dover, with a fair 
| wind; for the continent. Little did 


you and my other beloved friends 


dream I was engaged in ſo faſhion- 
| able an expedition. What 1 ſuffer- 
ed in the vile packet, was paſt all 
enduring. How often did I with my 
old perſecutor at my elbow, that T 
might have ſeen him ſuffer as much 
9 as 


And are you his lordſhip's 
— thought ; but guef-. 


( nr 
as I did. Can I, Charlotte, be: cons 


demned for talking i in this manner of 
him? ſurely, ſurely, though he were 


fifty times my grandfather, he richly 
deſerves it; at leaſt, I thought ſo at 
that horrid time; and I will not 


ſwear Jam not ſtill pretty much of 


the ſame opinion. Well, my dear, 


to ſhorten as much as poſſible my . 
ſentimental: journey, we at length, 


after a paſlage of twelve long hours, 
were landed at Calais. I was not 
able to proceed any farther that day, 
ſo went to the well known Monſieur 
Deſſein 8 :— felt not a little aſto- 


niſned to find myſelf actually in 


France, and began to think my old 
friend had really managed my mat- 


ters 
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ters Beider than I ſhould- have * 


had I followed my own devices. — 

1 meant, you know, to abſent my- 
felf- for a while from my engaging 
Belmont; believed it neceſſary; 1 
| might have been weak enough to 
have ſeen it in a different light, have 
come back, and involved both my 
charming lover and myſelf in a thou- 
ſand troubles : — whereas now, 
whatever | my weak fooliſh heart 
might think of the matter, ſuffi- 
cient care was taken it ſhould lead | 


us into no ſuch ſcrapes. Having 
ſtaid here all night, we next morn- 
ing ſet forwards for the joyous ſiſter- 
| hood, but were another night on the 


road: — ſorry am I we met with no 
adventure 5 


10. 


re 


We. 
adventure worth relating; but; tis 
poffible, you; my dear, may think 
this, of which I have the Honour to 


be the heroine, quite enough at once. 


In fine, we at length came in fight 
of this ancien t manſion: I can hard- 
ly tell you whether my fears or cu- 
rioſity were moſt predominant, when 
the ſpacious gates were opened for 
our admittance : 1 believe I felt a 


competent ſhare of both. We were 


uſhered into an apartment, one fide 
of which was divided from the in- 
ner rooms by an iron grate, exactly 


as I had heard them a thouſand 


times deſcribed. The lady Abbeſs 
now appeared. Thoſe reverend be- 


ings I had alſo read a deſeri ption of, 


* 4+ 
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you know, but found the idea I had 
An ol very Juſt one. As I have 
not the vanity to fancy I can write 
better than thoſe: who have wrote 
before me on the ſubject, I will only 

ſay, it requires more beauty than 
comes to the ſhare of every female, 
to look even tolerable in the dreſs 
theſe good ſouls wear. My con- 
dureſs now drew forth her Cre- 
dentials, the old lady, her ſpectacles; 
and placing them with infinite gra- 
vity on her pious noſe, read them 
with due attention. Happy was it 
that I, her.poor priſoner elect, was a 
colerable - proficient in the i F rench | 

language ; for, though the epiſtle 
5 was of courſe wrote in it, yet a 
8 1 thouſand 


* 
, i I _ 
* * . 
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thouſand queſtions were alſo to be 
aſked, and my travelling compa- 


nion, though ſhe made ſhift to make 


herſelf underſtood, it was in a very 


bungling manner: that part of her 
education was a little ruſty for want 
of ue. Forts Tocin rt 


Having at laſt adj aſhed'a every evi 
to their mutual ſatis faction (mine, 


you know, they forgot to conſult) 
a door was opened, and I was ad- 
mitted behind the ſcenes. Char- 


lotte, my dear Charlotte, though 1 
nov write with ſo much eaſe of this 
tranſaction, believe me it was no 


very pleaſant joke at that moment; 
even the poor woman, who had un- 


dertaken to lodge me ſafely thery, 
a . L the 
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(22) | 
| ſhed tears when the faw me ſepara- 
ted from her by thoſe tremendous 
iron bars; and I verily believe, for 
her own peace of mind, wiſhed ſhe 
Had me fairly out again. However, 
it was now too late; the deed was 
done, .and ſhe had nothing for it 
but to march back the way ſhe 
came, and give an account to her 
lord how ſhe had ſucceeded in her 
notable enterprize. The abbeſs de- 
_ fired her to call again in a few hours, 
when ſhe would give her a receipt 
in full for value received: that is, 
in caſe you ſhould not comprehend 
my mercantile ſtile, ſhe would write 
to his lordſhip that ſhe had received 

me; and I * ſhe would add, 
| meant 


(4243 ) 
meant to take all imaginable care to 
keep me. 


I was then conducted to tlie apart- 


ment allotted for me, and next in- 
troduced to rhe ladies of the ſober 
community, who received me very 
graciouſly; and finding no better 
might be, my dear, I returned their 
civilities with a good grace, aſſumed 
all the chearfulneſs I could muſtcr 
up, and, with moſt heroic fortitude, 


refigned myſelf to my fate. Yeu 
will perhaps wonder, as I did, how 


Lord Belmont came to be fo well 


acquainted with motions, as thus to 


intercept my flight. I aſked m 


conductreſs this queſtion ; and, to 
my ſurprize, found he had a ſpy 
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on our conduct, in the perſon of my 
Belmont's man. What do you think 
of a wretch who could betray fo 
amiable a maſter ? From this fellow, 
it ſeems, his lordſhip was informed 
of all that paſſed amongſt us; and, 
though every precaution was uſed, 
you 'know, to keep my intended 
Journey a ſecret from my engaging 
lover, yet 'tis too plain his ſervant 
: knew the very day and hour I ſet 
off, and thus put it in his ungene- 
rous employer's power to put his 
vile plot in execution. This is what 
the told me; and fo probable, that 
I ſuppoſe 'tis the literal fact. 

Thus, my dear Charlotte, have 1 
given you the particulars of this at- 
ir, 


(ns) 
fair, which, I am ſenſible, muſt have 
cauſed you and all my friends much 
affliction ; but be comforted, my 
love ; I have no doubt of regaining 


my liberty before 'tis long, in ſpite 


of his lordſhip's machinations. At 
preſent we muſt be content ; and 


above all things, let him not diſco- 


ver that you are acquainted with 


the place of my retreat: you will 


eaſily fee the propriety of this re- 
queſt. Did he ſuſpect I had found 
means to inform you, his next ſtep, 


we may be certain, would be to 


have me removed to ſome other 


place, where I might not chance 
to meet with a friend as I have done 
1 


here, 


CJ 
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a who would kindly put me in 
the way to get my letters conveyed 
to you unſeen by the abbeſs. This 
friend I have been ſo fortunate as to 
find in a young lady, who is here 
from England for her education, but 
5 who expects to be recalled home 1 in 
a few months; and, in caſe I do not 
| by that time obtain my diſmiſſion 
alſo, I truſt I ſhall find means to ſof- 
ten the heart of ſome other of our 
damfels to do me the ſame favour. 
The friend T mention 1s a Miſs Per- 
cival, niece to a Lady Mortimer, 
whoſe chief refidence is in Berk- | 
ſhire. Her ladyſhip has no children 
except one ſon, and has kindly ta- 
TH ken 


15 247) 

* charge of my young nd 
whoſe father and mother died when 
ſhe was quite a child. She has a 
very good fortune ; and I fancy, by 
ſome hints ſhe dropped, there is a 
match intended between her and 
her couſin. | No Lord Belmont to 
fruſtrate their purpoſe, 'tis to be ho- 
ped ! D ee 
' Now, my dear fiſter, my dear 
friends one and all; for this packet 
mult ſerve the whole ſet, including 
my charming William, I muſt: bid 
you adieu. My new friend waits to 
incloſe it in one ſhe is diſpaching to 
the dear land of liberty: — yet not 


abſolutely ſo, neither; ; ſince in that 
& boaſted ' 


* 


ma chere: 


23 
* 
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boaſted land I loſt mine, in more 
tham one ſenſe, vous me comprenex 


remember, above all 
things, keep this unhoped for cor- 
reſpondence a ſecret. 

Having now nothing to do but 
ruminate on my ſituation, 1 ſhall do 
it, I hope, to ſuch good purpoſe, 
that I ſhall find means to quit it in 
ſpite of bolts, bars, and the whole 
watchful ſiſterhood. So make your- 
ſelf eaſy, and if poſſible, my loved 
Belmont alfo. None of his heroics, 
no attempts, if he loves me, to 


ſtorm my caſtle. I perſiſt in my re- 


ſolution, --- no matrimony without 


Inſent; if that cannot be obtain- 


e | 
ed, of which to ſay truth, there is 
no great appearance at preſent; we 
muſt even wait till a certain perſon 
is no longer in a condition either to 
bid or forbid the banns. Tell him 
this, but tell it him in any way you 
think leaſt likely to give him pain. 
Perhaps I may treat him with a few 
lines myſelf, orte day or other, to 
prevent any attempts he might make _ 
to ſee me here. I muſt beg leave 
ſtill to conceal the.convent I am in ; 
then the heroiſm I feared will be 
- compelled to Fend itſelf ſome other 
way. 3 | 
How often am I to ſay adieu; 3 
hes my pen with infinite regret; 
F, 


( 248 ) 
boaſted land IT loſt mine, in more 
tham one ſenſe, vous me comprenes 


ma chere: - remember, above all 
things, keep this unhoped for cor- 
reſpondence a ſecret. 

Having now nothing to do but 
ruminate on my ſituation, I ſhall do 
it, I hope, to ſuch good purpoſe, 
that I ſhall find means to quit it in 
ſpite of bolts, bars, and the whole 
watchful ſiſterhood. So make your- 

ſelf eaſy, and if poſſible, my loved 
Belmont alfo. None of his heroics, 
— no attempts, if he loves me, to 
ſtorm my caſtle, I perſiſt in my re- 
ſolution, --- no matrimony without 
- anſent ; if that cannot be obtain- 
8 5 ed, 


a. 
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ed, of which to ſay truth, there is 
no great appearance at preſent, we 
| muſt even wait till a certain perſon 
is no longer in a condition either to 
bid or forbid the banns. Tell him 
this, but tell it him in any way you 
think leaſt likely to give him pain. 
Perhaps I may treat him with a few 
lines myſelf, orte day or other, to 
prevent any attempts he might make _ 
to ſee me here. I muſt beg leave 
ſtill to conceal the.convent I am in ; 
then the heroiſm I feared will be 
_ compelled to Fend itſelf ſome other 
way. I 1 1 a 
How often am I to fay adieu; I 


quit my pen with infinite regret; 
yet, 
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yet, if I do vet, you certainly with? 


never get my epiſtle; ſo, in good 
earneſt, farewel. 
My love to all your ſociety, aye, 


every one, my dear. Prudery now 


would be a joke. 


Your's ever, 


MARIA BELMONT. 
END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 
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